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Cohabitation – what do we make of it?

Definition.

A cohabiting couple is ‘a co-resident man and woman, living together within a sexual union, without that union having been formalised by a legal marriage’.1
This widely accepted definition does not include same-sex couples, nor does it include people who live in mixed flats or houses, but are not engaged in sexual behaviour together – sometimes called ‘living apart together’ (LAT).

Types of Cohabitation.

To categorise cohabitation as simply an overt form of fornication (‘living in sin’) is to miss the fact that cohabitation is not a uniform phenomenon.  As soon as one encounters real people who are cohabiting, this becomes obvious.  The categories of cohabitation that I will use are:

	Casual
	A couple drifts into living together.  Usually they already have a full sexual relationship, which they see as a normal part of ‘going out together’.  One moves in with the other for convenience or financial reasons, without thinking much about the future.

	Cautious
	In this case the couple are more serious about the future.  They generally believe in marriage, and are tentatively moving towards it, but are not yet fully committed to each other.  Often they think of cohabitation as a trial marriage, hoping that it will help them to decide whether they are ‘right for each other’.

	Committed
	The couple have made the decision to stay together, and they hope that it will be for life.  They expect to get married, but have not done so yet for various reasons – the cost of a wedding, lack of urgency, or one may be waiting for a divorce.

	Alternative
	People in this category do not think in terms of marriage, which they see as outmoded.  This could be for cultural or philosophical reasons.  They are sometimes very committed, but are not conventional.  They do not think that formal marriage would make any positive difference to their relationship.


Examples:

1. David and Miriam lived in a student house with two other people (LAT).  They were attracted to one another, and started sleeping together, with no particular thoughts about the future, though Miriam’s family pressed her on this.  Neither had had any previous partner.  As time went on their relationship became more serious, and they spoke in terms of commitment.  After four years they decided to emigrate, which was only possible if they were formally married.  They did not expect marriage to make any difference to their relationship, but after six months, David acknowledged that it had.

2.
Susan grew up in a nominally Catholic family on a council estate, and became pregnant at sixteen.  The father, George, was happy to marry Susan, and the arrangements were made, but Susan was not sure whether she liked George, so the wedding was cancelled, but they got a house on the estate once the baby was born, and have been living together there for twenty years.  They have three children, all with Susan’s name.  The youngest is seven.  Neither has had any other partner.  George has asked Susan to marry him several times, but she has not adjusted to the idea, though they are devoted to one another, and would not dream of splitting up.  None of their friends are married – “Nobody gets married on our estate.”  Susan thinks that they will get married in 10 years, once the children have all left home; her thinking is influenced by wrong beliefs, such as ‘the children would have to change their surname’ and ‘I have the legal rights of common-law marriage.’

As the diversity of types of cohabitation has become more widely recognised, the same could also be said of formal marriage.  Susan’s sister also became pregnant as a teenager, and got married, but has now separated from her husband after twenty years of loveless marriage.  Divorce statistics threaten confidence in marriage as an institution, not only outside the church, but also within it.  Brian McLaren, a pastor in the USA, reports reading that ‘divorce rates among evangelical Christians – supposedly guardians of traditional family values – are actually higher than those in the culture at large.’2  

It is not surprising, therefore, that attitudes to cohabitation in both the USA and the UK have undergone considerable change since the sexual revolution of the sixties.  

Attitudes to Cohabitation (1) Approval and disapproval.
In 1994 the British household panel survey reported the following percentages of people, by age group and gender, who saw cohabitation as wrong.3
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The gender discrepancy, though consistent, is not huge.  But the variation with age is very noticeable.  It may be that people become slightly more conservative with age, but the most obvious explanation is that the values of older people were formed at a time when the prevailing moral climate was more conservative.  People born before 1930 were largely established in their outlook when the ‘swinging sixties’ arrived.

Attitudes to Cohabitation (2) Advice.
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The 1990 British Social Attitudes Survey4 included a question about what general matrimonial advice the respondents would give to young single women.  Again the effect of age was much more noticeable than that of gender.

More than half of the older respondents advocate marriage without cohabiting, whereas more than half of the younger respondents advocate cohabiting prior to marriage, reflecting their belief that a trial marriage would increase the chances of marital success.  These two pieces of advice accounted for about 80% of all responses, suggesting that marriage was still popular; only the route was changing.  Nevertheless, the reluctance among the young to advocate marriage without a trial period suggests that, while marriage is seen as a good thing per se, the failure of many actual marriages has led to widespread caution.

This is also reflected in the minority recommendation not to marry (either by remaining single or by cohabiting), which was held by around 10% of young respondents.

If the young actually lived by the advice they claimed they would give to others, one would expect that the proportion of women cohabiting and the proportion remaining single to have increased over time.  This is borne out by the following statistics, taken from the same survey.
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Women aged 18-49: changes over time.5
Source: General Household Survey and 1976 Family Formation Survey.
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Attitudes to Cohabitation (3) Participation.
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According to ‘Changing Households, 1990-02’, almost 50% of men and women in their twenties had experience of cohabiting, whilst the figures for those in their thirties and forties were around 40% and 20% respectively.  By 1998, around 22% of people in their twenties were currently cohabiting.  (The graph below is for men.  The figures for women are similar).6
The Outcome of Cohabitation.

Of those getting married in 1996, around 80% were already living together.  The figures below are for women.7
This means that cohabitation is by far the most common route into marriage.  It does not mean that the majority of cohabiting relationships lead to marriage, however, as in any particular year there are more cohabitations than marriages.  The actual proportion of cohabitations that lead to marriage is difficult to determine, as any survey is time-bound, but Adrian Thatcher’s assessment is that ‘cohabitors are as likely to return to singleness as to enter marriage.’8

For the advocates of cohabitation as trial marriage – a form of quality control – this might seem like confirmation of their view.  Cancelling an unsatisfactory relationship before it becomes legally binding is surely a good thing.  But this ignores two well-established observations, also reported by Thatcher:

(1) Cohabitors with no plans to marry report poorer relationships than married people.9
(2) Couples who cohabit prior to marriage have a higher risk of marital dissolution.10 

The first applies to the ‘casual’ (and in some cases to the ‘alternative’) category of cohabitation, so it is not a trial marriage.

The second phenomenon has been reported in many countries, and is known as ‘the cohabitation effect’.  For example, it was shown (in 1995) that ‘premarital cohabitors in Canada have over twice the risk of divorce in any year of marriage compared with noncohabitors’.11  The first official British survey (1992) ‘showed that of those who married in the early nineteen-eighties having lived together first, 50% more had separated after five years and 60% more had separated after eight years compared with those who had not cohabited’.12 

Although various alternative explanations have been put forward, it is difficult to avoid the causal connection – that ‘the experience of cohabitation may change partners’ attitudes to marriage’.13  As Popenoe and Whitehead put it, ‘Once this low-commitment, high-autonomy pattern of relating has been learned, it becomes hard to unlearn’.14   Whilst this observation is about individual (psychological) effects, the societal consequences could be considerable.  ‘The act of cohabitation generates changes in people’s attitudes to marriage that make the stability of marriage less likely.  Society wide, therefore, the growth of cohabitation will tend to further weaken marriage as an institution.’15  
Thatcher’s response to this is ambivalent.  On the one hand, he acknowledges that ‘this becomes a strong reason for arguing that the process of legal recognition of cohabitation should be halted.’16  On the other hand, his use of ‘may’ (above) releases him to pursue the main thesis of his book, that is the case for the recovery of betrothal, which he puts forward as a formal recognition of cohabitation as the beginning of marriage.17 

The betrothal solution?

Thatcher follows John Shelby Spong in advocating betrothal as ‘an idea whose time has come’.18  It is not my intention to address the betrothal issue here, save to say that I do not believe that it does what it is intended to do.  Biblical betrothal was legally binding, and its breaking constituted divorce,19  but it did not include the right to live together.  Thatcher’s version is the opposite of this – it does include the right to live together, but it is not legally binding.  Nevertheless, in putting forward a solution, Thatcher does acknowledge that there is an issue to address – the prevalence of cohabitation is not just a ‘brute fact’.

Wisdom.

‘There is no society known to history or anthropology whose social order has not been based on marriage.  The universal deployment of a binding contract to control reproduction and child-rearing reflects wide understanding that societies which lack cohesion cannot survive long.’20

This quotation from the world of anthropology is offered here as an illustration of wisdom – the norms and values built into the human psyche.  It is what C.S. Lewis appeals to in his powerful defence of natural law.21 Wisdom is based neither on external rules nor on social consequences, though it is reflected in both.  The value of anthropology in regard to wisdom is that the prevalence of a norm throughout all human societies is a strong hint that this norm is ‘the real thing’.  Different cultures may find different ways to embody the norm, but the norm itself is sacrosanct, only to be trifled with at our peril.

The social consequences of much cohabitation are widely acknowledged by researchers.  Thatcher, for example, quotes the following:22 

	· The increase in cohabitation has contributed directly to the increase in the number of children of single parents.

	· Cohabitors with children are very likely to split up.

	· Children raised by cohabiting couples are likely to be poorer than children raised by married parents.

	· Children of cohabiting couples are more likely to be victims of abuse.

	· People who live together before they marry may be more likely to divorce than people who marry directly from the single state.

	· The experience of cohabitation may change partners’ attitudes to marriage.

	· The extent of cohabitation may reinforce the belief that all intimate relationships are fragile and transient.


These are simply examples of the consequences of ignoring wisdom.  Similarly, external rules, in as far as they express wisdom, help to reinforce good intuitive norms.

Perhaps it would be helpful if the Bible presented an unambiguous ruling on cohabitation, or on sexual intercourse between unmarried consenting adults, which is arguably morally the same.  But this would depend on a clear definition of (((((((, which is notoriously ambiguous.  A strict interpretation of ((((((( as ‘sexual intercourse between unmarried adults’ would certainly include cohabitation, but this interpretation is by no means universally agreed.  Thatcher, for example, commenting on Canon 14 of the Synod of Elvira in Spain, explains that sex before marriage was not regarded seriously, whereas ‘real sexual offence’ (i.e. serial sex with more than one partner outside marriage) - what we today would call ‘promiscuity’ - was what rendered people ‘fornicators’.23  This is essentially Thatcher’s own view.24
It is clear that adultery, incest and promiscuity are out of order for Christians (and a violation of wisdom for everyone).  Apart from that, the only reference to cohabitation in the Bible is John 4:18, where Jesus says to the Samaritan woman, ‘…the man you now have is not your husband’, distinguishing him in some way from the previous five, all of whom he regarded as husbands.  Was it simply that the five had been legitimised by a ceremony (of which almost nothing is said in the whole of scripture), or that the current lover was married to someone else (and therefore not to her)?

What is marriage?

In Matthew 19:3-12, some Pharisees ask Jesus what constitutes grounds for divorce.  This is the presenting issue.  Jesus answers it by going back to first principles, and discussing the nature of marriage.  Two views emerge:

1. Marriage as an ontological reality

2. Marriage as a functional arrangement.

Jesus, in advocating the first, goes back to the creation ordinance of Gen 2:24, which we could summarise as

· leaving – ‘a man will leave his father and mother’

· cleaving – ‘and be united to his wife’

· bonding – ‘the two will become one flesh’.

His conclusion – as surprising to the disciples as to his questioners – is that ontological union actually takes place – ‘they are no longer two but one’.  This fits with the findings of anthropology, and is even subconsciously recognised in modern terminology when two people are referred to as ‘an item’.  If this is so, then the people of Moses’ time were violating their intuitive wisdom (‘the image of God’?) by treating their marriages simply as functional arrangements that could be terminated.  Jesus refuses to accept his questioners’ representation of Moses’ ruling as a ‘command’, and describes it as ‘permission’ – a concession to the people’s hardness of heart.  But Moses was regulating divorce (making the best of a bad thing), not endorsing it.  To go back to Moses’ pragmatic ruling (although necessary in some cases) is to miss the essence of marriage.  So what does Gen 2:24 imply?

Leaving has to do with external living arrangements – the man leaves his parental home and sets up a new home with his wife.  The assumption is that the man and woman were still living with their parents.  This is clearly part of the culture of the day, and is frequently not applicable in Western society today, which may be one reason why cohabitation has become so easy.

Cleaving has to do with ‘sticking together’ - the word is used of glue. Internally, this is about resolve – entering into covenant.  Externally, it could be expressed in words, or, in a culture in which the nature of marriage was not contested, would be implied by setting up home together (as, for example, in the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah in Gen 24).

Bonding (‘one flesh’) means that the transplant has taken, the glue has set, the two are ‘an item’ – an ontological, mystical union has taken place.  The connection with sexual union is explicit in 1 Cor 6:16, which cannot mean that a man is married to a prostitute, but that the proper place for sexual union is ontological union.  To desecrate the proper use of sexual union by engaging with a prostitute (or in promiscuity) would be a violation of intuitive wisdom, and a diminishing of the high calling which is humanness.  

This high view of marriage as ontological union is echoed by Paul in Eph 5:22-23, where a parallel is drawn with the church’s union with Christ.  This parallel will work either way.  For those who understand union with Christ, it sheds light on the nature of marriage (katabatic parallel).  For those who have an understanding of marriage, it sheds light on the nature of the church (anabatic parallel).

Getting married.

If marriage is such a radical union of two people, it is important to be clear about how it takes place.  Possible means might include expressing consent (with or without witnesses), a church or civil ceremony, sexual intercourse, words pronounced by a priest.

Before we look further at this, it would be illuminating to ask the parallel question, “What unites a person to Christ?”  Possible answers might include baptism, confirmation, communion, responding to an altar call, faith, repentance.  The strongest biblical case could be made for the interior answers, repentance and faith, though any of the others could be means of grace whereby a person exercises repentance and faith.  But there is nothing automatic about the exterior means; authentic grace cannot be equated with any particular form of ritual or experience.

Similarly with getting married – it is tempting to reduce it to a recipe or method.  This is because the real criterion is not easy to define, and is more demanding than any of the proposed means, though any of these could be helpful.  But, according to Jack Dominian, ‘the essence of marriage is to be found in the donation of a man and a woman of their person to each other in a committed relationship which is consummated by intercourse’.  This is a denial of the commonly held ‘consent theory’ – namely that the essence of marriage is exchanging vows (consent).25  David Leal, who is more favourably disposed to the consent theory, recognises that ‘marriage is not made by consent alone’, and that ‘consent is a consenting to undergo … a journey.’26

In both cases – marriage and discipleship – the simple way in is by a radical, total response to the calling, recognising that it is to a journey whose outcome is not pre-determined.  The words ‘for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health’ are an acknowledgement of this uncertainty in the case of marriage.  But commitment is commitment to the journey.

The biblical idea which best corresponds to this is covenant.  Words are helpful in defining and entering into covenant, but words themselves are not a form of magic.  ‘Formal consent’ is not necessarily the same as actual consent.  ‘Saying the words’ can express covenant, but ‘saying the words’ is not the same as making covenant.  Because certain human qualities, such as maturity and integrity are prerequisites for making covenant, many people go through the wedding ceremony but fail to make covenant.  There is still a way into ‘the real thing’, but it may be messy, with approximations and adjustments along the way.  (The same is true for people who ‘become Christians’ without really coming to terms with Jesus as Lord).

Is cohabitation marriage?

In legal terms, the answer is ‘No’.  But that is a different debate.27  What about the essence of marriage?

If we accept what has been written above about the nature of marriage, it must be obvious that many instances of legal marriage fall well below the covenant relationship that is the essence of ‘the real thing.’  At best we could say that they are partial responses to the norm of marriage, built into human beings, and either reinforced or undermined by the society to which they belong.  In that sense, people who are part of a serious Christian community are much better placed than many others for forming a radical view of marriage.

For many people without that privilege, marriage is seen in functional rather than ontological terms, and cohabitation is just ‘what everyone does these days’.  Going back to the creation ordinance, married and cohabiting people fulfil the ‘leaving’ criterion (setting up home together) and at least the sexual aspect of ‘bonding’.  For casual cohabitors, there may be nothing else.  The same may be true of cautious cohabitors; the fact that they see themselves as ‘trying marriage out’ means that they are not committed to each other, so ‘cleaving’ is missing.  A ‘trial marriage’ is a ‘provisional commitment’ – a logical contradiction, rather like a square circle.  

But the same is true of some couples who are legally married, but have a mentality of provisionality – ‘if it doesn’t work out, we’ll just get divorced’.

Paradoxically, some cohabiting couples have gone further than this in their response to the marital norm.  Susan and George are a good example (p.2).  They may be ‘committed’ (to marriage) or ‘alternative’, but they do not see splitting up as an option – in reality, cleaving and bonding have taken place, and they could be described as ‘one flesh’.

In a very accessible post-modern article, Mike McNicholls, an American pastor, outlines his personal dilemma when asked to conduct weddings.  His concerns are two-fold: 

1.  An increasing number of couples are either living together or at least having sex on a regular basis by the time the engagement is announced.  This appears to be a reality regardless of a couple’s claim to faith.

2.  The authorising of a civil marriage license has become the ultimate safety zone, not only in the minds of couples but also in the ethic of the church.28
Gary Jenkins makes the same point.  ‘A survey has shown that many clergy are committed to treating cohabiting couples no differently in terms of premarital counselling from other couples.  This is because they believe that a wedding will have the effect of regularizing the relationship and effectively put right a wrong’.29
This may be true in some cases.  David and Miriam (page 2) are a good example.  But if Thatcher’s explanation of the cohabitation effect30 – namely that ‘the experience of cohabitation may change partners’ attitudes to marriage’ – is true, then pastors are charged with the task of discerning where a couple stands, and counselling them accordingly.  A pre-packaged marriage preparation course may not be sufficient.  Jenkins31 advocates asking the couple, ‘How is being married different from living together?’ as a way of raising the issue.

Edward Pratt agrees that ‘cohabiting wedding applicants … need to be prepared for their marriage in a different way from others.  On the one hand they have experience which other couples lack; on the other hand they may have a lower view of marriage itself and need extra time on matters like faithfulness and permanence.’32 

Pratt goes on to advocate that the couple should ‘arrange to live apart until the wedding.’33  Jenkins agrees that it would ‘help emphasise the distinctiveness of their married relationship by introducing a gap between it and the cohabiting relationship.’34  This is also the general practice in Mike McNichols’ tradition – at least for couples who profess Christian faith.  But he questions it:

While I trust that the intent of this practice is honourable it can also be the endorsement of an illusion and might be inadvertently dishonest.35

His aim is to value substance more than form.  Pratt sees the form (ceremony) as an essential part of the substance (marriage), and thereby sees all cohabitating relationships as ‘non-marriage’.  He contrasts this with the opposite view, put forward by Greg Forster, ‘that leaving the parental family and establishing a recognizable unit of one’s own constitutes marriage’36, though both writers share the view that all sexual relationships can be sorted into two groups – marriage and non-marriage.  They differ only in the criteria used for sorting.

                              Marriage                                           Non-marriage

Pratt

Forster

Taking this a step further, Jenkins finds sorting into discrete categories unhelpful, and prefers to treat all sexual relationships as responses to the biblical norm of marriage37.  This has an echo of Platonic idealism, but it fits very well with the insights above from anthropology and natural law (p.8).  It leads to a qualitative evaluation of sexual relationships according to how well they reflect the marital norm.


e.g.                           


This model recognises that some committed cohabiting relationships are qualitatively better than some marriages.  But this is no reason to dispense with formal marriage, any more than the fact that some non-Christian people live better lives than some Christians is a reason to abolish Christianity.

Mike McNichols begins his paper38 by saying, “I don’t want to do weddings anymore.”  But he ends with a moving account of his interaction with a cohabiting couple, Bill and Serena, who had approached several churches, hoping to arrange a wedding ceremony.  All the previous pastors had wanted them to move apart before the wedding, which they could not understand.  Mike had been on his own journey, and had begun to see his role not simply to be an agent of the state, but to speak the truth authoritatively in calling a marriage a marriage when he could see all the components in place.  So on their third visit, he took a big risk:

I asked them if they loved each other.  They said they did.  I asked them if they were faithful to one another, and intended to remain so.  Yes again.  I asked them if, right at that moment, they were dedicated to remaining together for the rest of their lives.  Yes.  Then I said, “By the power vested in me by the Church of Jesus Christ and the State of California, I now pronounce you husband and wife.”  Their eyes got really big and she started to cry.  It was awesome.39
A simple ceremony with Bill and Serena’s family and friends followed a few weeks later, at which Mike explained the nature of covenant, and the couple made public and explicit where they already were in reality. 

Conclusion.

If the state wishes to treat married people differently from single people, it is clearly important to have marriages registered.  In an ideal world, entering into covenant would be the same thing as saying the vows (and therefore registration).  But we have seen that there are discrepancies both ways.  It is part of the church’s role to affirm the biblical marital norm in principle, and to recognise it in practice.  The existence of discrepancies suggests that this is a pastoral challenge that cannot be faced adequately by resorting to standard procedures.                                                                                 
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Fig 1a and 1b

		Data for Fig 1a																Data  for Fig 1b

		(a) Percentage agreeing that living together outside																(b) Percentage of birth cohort who have ever

		marriage is always wrong, 1990/92, Great Britain																cohabited, 1990/92, Great britain

						Birth cohort		Birth cohort

						Label for x axis				Men		Women						Birth cohort				Men		Women

						1920		1920		41.5		35.4						Label for x axis

						1930		-		-		-						-		1900-09		5.6		1.9

						1940		-		-		-						-		1910-19		3.1		3.9

						1950		-		-		-						-		1920-29		8.2		4.1

						1960		-		-		-						-		1930-39		13.7		9.3

						1970		-		-		-						-		1940-49		20.2		19.2

																		-		1950-59		36.2		33.3

																		-		1960-69		47.7		49.4

																		1970





Chart3

		55+
by men		55+
by men		55+
by men		55+
by men		55+
by men

		35-54		35-54		35-54		35-54		35-54

		18-34		18-34		18-34		18-34		18-34

		55+
by women		55+
by women		55+
by women		55+
by women		55+
by women

		35-54		35-54		35-54		35-54		35-54

		18-34		18-34		18-34		18-34		18-34



Marry without cohabiting

Cohabit, then marry

can't choose

Stay single

Cohabit, don't marry

64

20

9

3

1

30

48

13

2

6

17

61

14

4

5

60

22

10

6

0

33

47

10

6

4

18

60

11

3

8



Fig 2

		Data for Figure 2 Advice given to a young woman on cohabitation and marriage, 1990

																Percentages

				by men								by women

				55+		35-54		18-34				55+		35-54		18-34

		Marry without cohabiting		64		30		17				60		33		18

		Cohabit, then marry		20		48		61				22		47		60

		can't choose		9		13		14				10		10		11

		Stay single		3		2		4				6		6		3

		Cohabit, don't marry		1		6		5				0		4		8





Fig 3

		

		Data for Figure 3  (for Women aged 18-49)

		Figure 3  Percentage of women aged 18-49 who were cohabiting; married; single, 1976-98, Great Britain

				Year

				1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984		1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Married plus cohabiting		77.3		77.2		77.1		77		75.7		74.9		73.5		73.6		73.7		73.1		72.1		72.4		70.9		70.8		69.9		69.9		67.9		68		66.9		67.8		68.1		67.3		66.4

		Married		75.1		74.8		74.6		74.3		72.8		71.6		69.7		70		69.5		68.1		66.6		66		63.3		63		61.4		60.9		58.9		59		56.9		57.8		57.1		55.3		53.4

		Single (never-married)		17.4		17.5		17.6		17.7		19		20		21.3		20.5		21		21.9		23.2		24.2		25.1		26.1		26.3		26.4		28.6		27.7		29		28.4		29		29.7		30.3

		Cohabiting (as % of non-married * )		8.6		9.3		9.9		10.6		10.8		11.6		12.6		12.1		13.7		15.7		16.6		18.8		20.6		21		22		23		21		22		23		25		26		27.5		29

		Cohabiting (as % of all women)		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9		9		9		10		10		11		12		13





Fig 4a&b

		Figure 4(a) and (b)

		Figure 4a Percentage of those aged 18-49 cohabiting, by legal marital status, 1979-98, Great Britain

		(a) women (1979-98)

		Year		Sep.Separated		D.divorced		W.widowed		S.single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979		16.8		19.7		0		7.6

		1980		17.8		20.1		4.2		8.4

		1981		18.1		20.5		5.2		9.3

		1982		15.8		21.1		3.7		10.3

		1983		14.9		20.8		4.1		10.4

		1984		15.8		19.9		5		11.7

		1985		14.7		21.3		7.1		14.1

		1986		13.9		26.6		8.3		14.9

		1987		12.6		26.6		8.3		17.3

		1988		16.0		28.4		8.6		19.9

		1989		15.9		30.5		6.5		18.7

		1990		14.9		26.2		5.2		21.4

		1991		13.2		30.4		4.8		23.2

		1992		12.1		28.2		6.0		20.8

		1993		11.1		24.9		11.6		23.3

		1994		10.7		28.0		11.4		23.9

		1995		9.3		27.5		10.2		26.4

		1996		8.9		31.2		6.0		27.6

		1997		9.3		30.9		6.1		29.1

		1998		9.6		30.7		6.3		30.6

		(b) men (1986-98)

		Year		Sep, separated		D, divorced		W, widowed		S, single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979

		1980

		1981

		1982

		1983

		1984

		1985

		1986		25.0		35.2		0.0		12.1

		1987		25.9		38.8		8.3		13.3

		1988		27.9		43.7		14.7		14.6

		1989		28.0		45.1		16.1		15.9

		1990		28.2		44.4		21.1		16.7

		1991		27.0		41.4		20.6		17.6

		1992		25.7		41.6		22.5		17.8

		1993		24.2		40.5		17.1		18.7

		1994		20.1		41.0		17.6		20.3

		1995		21.5		39.0		20.7		22.4

		1996		20.8		38.6		21.4		23.1

		1997		23.5		40.6		17.6		24.2

		1998		26.2		42.5		13.8		25.2





Fig 5a&b

		Data for Figure 5 (a) -WOMEN

				Figure 5a  Percentage of women* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29		3		4.5		5.5		5		6		6.5		6.5		7.5		9.1		11.3		13.0		12.9		14.4		15.5		14.9		16.9		17.2		18.8		20.4		21.4		22.7

				30-39		2		2		2.5		2.3		2.5		2.5		2.5		4		4.3		4.6		6.6		7.2		6.6		7.4		6.8		6.9		9.0		9.2		9.4		10.5		11.5

				40-49		1		1		1		2		2		2		1.5		1.5		2.9		2.6		3.4		2.7		3.7		4.6		4.8		4.4		5.3		4.9		4.7		5.6		6.6

				50-59																		0.9		1.0		1.6		2.1		1.2		2.0		2.1		1.5		2.3		2.7		3.2		3.5		3.8

		Data for Figure 5 (b) - MEN

				Figure 5b  Percentage of men* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29																		8.6		11.0		12.2		12.6		13.8		14.1		14.1		14.8		17.0		18.4		20.4		21.5		22.7

				30-39																		4.1		5.6		7.9		8.2		8.1		9.6		9.4		9.4		10.9		11.2		11.8		11.7		11.5

				40-49																		3.0		2.7		4.0		4.5		4.0		5.2		5.1		4.9		5.3		5.9		5.4		6.0		6.6

				50-59																		1.7		2.4		2.8		1.9		2.4		3.0		3.1		2.4		3.8		3.1		3.8		3.8		3.8





Fig 6

		Final amended data 29/01/01						Data for Figure 6

		Figure 6  Trends in median duration of cohabitation* for single and divorced** men and women, 1986-98, Great Britain

				Plot at:								Plot at:

		Year		Year		Divorced women		Divorced men				Year		Bachelors		Spinsters

		1986/87		1986.5		37.3		35.2				1986		22.7		19.3

		1987/88		1987.5		39.0		36.3				1987		21.1		19.1

		1988/89		1988.5		36.3		34.3				1988		19.9		22.7

		1989/90		1989.5		36.3		31.8				1989		22.0		22.5

		1990/91		1990.5		48.3		38.9				1990		27.4		27.5

		1991/92		1991.5		47.2		43.6				1991		25.8		27.3

		1992/93		1992.5		52.0		51.3				1992		27.7		28.9

		1993/94		1993.5		52.9		53.3				1993		30.6		32.8

		1994/95		1994.5		49.8		51.0				1994		28.7		33.5

		1995/96		1995.5		52.9		54.8				1995		27.8		31.0

												1996		29.6		31.3

		1997		1997		53.8		56.4				1997		33.5		35.1

		1998		1998		53.6		54.9				1998		37.4		38.9

		* For those who were cohabiting at time of interview; duration measured up to date of interview

		** Two-year average





Fig 7

		Figure 7 Trends in median age at start of pre-marital cohabitation before first marriage, duration of such pre-marital

		cohabitation, and age at first marriage, for women, by year of first marriage, 1957-98, Great Britain

						1957		1958		1959		1960		1961		1962		1963		1964		1965		1966		1967		1968		1969		1970

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.9		21.7		21.7		21.7		21.6		21.5		21.3		21.3		21.3		21.2		21.2		21.3		21.4		21.3

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II		20.7										20.7										20.9

		upper quartile of D		III		0.99										1.37										1.71

		median duration of pmc

		before first marriage		IV		0.47										0.61										0.84

		lower quartile		V		0.18										0.26										0.27

						1971		1972		1973		1974		1975		1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.4		21.5		21.4		21.4		21.4		21.5		21.5		21.6		21.7		21.8		22.0		22.1		22.3		22.6

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II				21.0										21.4										21.5

		upper quartile of D		III				1.67										1.93										2.12

		median duration of pmc						0.9										0.93										1.01

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V				0.36										0.41										0.48

						1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		median age at first

		marriage		I		22.8		23.1		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.3		24.6		25.0		25.3		25.6		26.0		26.4		26.7		27.0

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II						21.9										22.8										23.4

		upper quartile of D		III						2.59										3.14										3.93

		median duration of pmc								1.34										1.76										2.23

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V						0.63										0.8										1.05





Fig 8

		Data for Figure 8

		Figure 8  Percentage of women who reported that they had pre-maritally cohabited with their future

		husband for (a) all first marriages and (b) all second marriages by year of marriage, Great Britain

		Year		First Marriage		Second Marriage		% not saying  that

		1950		2.9				"pre-marital relations

		1951		1.2				are always or mostly

		1952		0.0				wrong" *

		1953		1.6

		1954		0.7

		1955		1.3

		1956		1.0

		1957		1.7

		1958		0.6

		1959		1.5

		1960		1.5

		1961		2.5

		1962		2.5

		1963		2.8

		1964		3.0

		1965		2.8

		1966		3.7

		1967		4.0		19.1

		1968		4.4		30.2

		1969		5.4		42.9

		1970		5.8		47.1

		1971		10.2		46.3

		1972		10.0		51.7

		1973		12.8		56.5

		1974		14.4		57.8

		1975		17.5		57.4

		1976		18.9		58.7		61.0

		1977		18.2		63.4		62.6

		1978		20.8		59.3		64.1

		1979		23.1		60.7		65.7

		1980		28.1		63.2		67.3

		1981		29.2		72.3		68.9

		1982		34.5		71.3		70.4

		1983		36.1		68.1		72.0

		1984		39.4		72.2		73.0

		1985		40.1		70.0		77.0

		1986		46.3		76.6		76.0

		1987		51.0		76.7		75.8

		1988		52.0		74.8		76.5

		1989		56.8		81.2		77.2

		1990		61.2		81.3		77.9

		1991		63.7		84.0		78.5

		1992		66.0		85.7		79.2

		1993		69.0		81.9		79.9

		1994		75.1		80.0		80.6

		1995		77.6		85.9		81.3

		1996		76.6		83.3		82.0

		1997						82.7

		1998						83.4

		1999						84.1





Fig 9

		Data for Figure 9

		Figure 9  Percentages of men and womenwho had no, one and two or more cohabiting unions which had ended in the past without leading to marriage,

		by age and marital status, 1998, Great Britain

		Male				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		98.9		86.2		71.0		62.3		62.4		73.0		72.2		87.2		81.5		79.2

				1		0.8		8.4		21.3		19.1		19.9		9.5		16.7		4.3		7.4		12.3

				2 or more		0.3		5.5		7.7		18.6		17.7		17.6		11.1		8.5		11.1		8.6

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced men		0				100.0		87.5		69.8		64.1		75.0		71.8		83.1		78.6		74.7

				1				0.0		8.3		15.1		21.9		13.6		12.1		15.6		8.9		13.8

				2 or more				0.0		4.2		15.1		14.1		11.4		16.1		1.3		12.5		11.4

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0				86.4		87.9		87.4		87.8		89.9		93.2		95.3		95.9		91.4

				1				13.6		8.5		9.3		9.2		7.3		4.8		3.8		3.1		6.4

				2 or more				0.0		3.6		3.4		3.0		2.8		2.0		0.9		1.0		2.2

				Total				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Female				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		95.2		80.2		65.7		58.2		55.9		64.2		65.0		84.0		80.8		75.2

				1		4.3		13.9		24.0		28.1		28.8		18.9		15.0		12.0		15.4		17.0

				2 or more		0.5		5.9		10.3		13.8		15.3		17.0		20.0		4.0		3.8		7.8

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced women		0				94.1		82.4		74.1		76.2		79.7		79.2		87.7		93.8		81.3

				1				5.9		13.2		15.7		21.9		11.8		15.3		9.0		4.9		13.6

				2 or more				0.0		4.4		10.2		2.0		8.5		5.6		3.3		1.2		5.1

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0		100.0		89.7		89.2		87.6		90.3		94.7		95.5		97.6		98.7		93.4

				1		0.0		8.6		9.0		10.6		7.8		4.1		3.4		1.8		0.5		5.3

				2 or more		0.0		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.9		1.2		1.1		0.6		0.8		1.3

				Total		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Source: General Household Survey





Fig 10abcdef

		Data for Figure 10 (a)				Males

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* men projected to be cohabiting, by age England and wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		19.5		20.0		20.5		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.8		21.0		21.1		21.4		21.6		21.8		21.9		21.9		22.0		22.0		22.2		22.3		22.4		22.6		22.6		22.7		22.7		22.7		22.7

		30-39		30.9		31.6		32.3		32.9		33.6		34.2		34.8		35.4		36.0		36.5		37.0		37.4		37.7		38.0		38.2		38.3		38.4		38.4		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.6		38.6		38.6		38.6

		40-49		26.3		27.1		27.9		28.7		29.4		30.1		30.7		31.3		31.8		32.3		32.7		33.1		33.5		33.7		33.9		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.2		34.2		34.3

		50-59		16.7		18.1		19.1		20.0		20.8		21.5		22.1		22.7		23.3		23.8		24.3		24.7		25.1		25.5		25.7		26.0		26.1		26.3		26.4		26.5		26.6		26.6		26.7		26.8		26.8		26.9

		60+		4.3		5.0		5.6		6.2		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.1		8.6		9.0		9.4		9.8		10.2		10.4		10.6		10.8		10.8		10.9		11.0		11.1		11.2		11.2		11.3		11.5		11.6		11.8

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (b)				Females

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* women projected to be cohabiting, by age England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		28.8		29.5		30.1		30.5		30.7		30.9		31.1		31.3		31.5		31.7		31.9		32.1		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.3		32.4		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.4

		30-39		33.5		34.5		35.4		36.4		37.2		38.1		38.9		39.7		40.4		41.1		41.7		42.2		42.7		43.0		43.3		43.4		43.5		43.5		43.6		43.6		43.6		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5

		40-49		22.7		23.8		24.8		25.8		26.7		27.7		28.6		29.4		30.3		31.1		31.8		32.5		33.0		33.5		33.9		34.2		34.5		34.7		34.9		35.1		35.3		35.6		35.8		36.0		36.2		36.4

		50-59		12.1		13.2		14.2		15.0		15.6		16.2		16.7		17.2		17.7		18.2		18.7		19.3		19.8		20.3		20.8		21.2		21.6		22.0		22.4		22.8		23.1		23.4		23.7		24.1		24.4		24.7

		60+		1.3		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.3		2.5		2.6		2.8		2.9		3.1		3.2		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.1		4.2		4.3		4.4		4.6		4.7

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (c)				Males

		Figure 10(c)  Percentage of all men in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		44.3		47.5		50.2		52.8		55.1		57.2		58.9		60.2		61.2		62.0		62.5		62.8		62.9		63.1		63.3		63.4		63.5		63.4		63.3		63.2		63.1		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0

		30-39		18.0		19.4		20.8		22.2		23.7		25.3		26.8		28.2		29.5		30.8		32.0		33.0		33.9		34.8		35.6		36.2		36.6		36.9		37.1		37.2		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.4		37.5

		40-49		8.8		9.6		10.4		11.2		12.0		12.9		13.8		14.7		15.7		16.6		17.4		18.3		19.1		19.8		20.6		21.3		21.9		22.4		23.0		23.5		23.9		24.4		24.8		25.2		25.5		25.8

		50-59		4.4		4.9		5.4		5.8		6.3		6.8		7.2		7.7		8.2		8.7		9.1		9.7		10.2		10.8		11.3		11.8		12.3		12.9		13.4		13.9		14.4		14.9		15.3		15.8		16.3		16.8

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.4		2.6		2.8		3.0		3.2		3.4		3.6		3.8		3.9		4.1		4.2		4.4		4.5		4.6		4.7		4.8		5.0		5.1		5.2		5.4		5.6		5.8

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (d)				Females

		Figure 10(d)  Percentage of all women in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		38.8		41.6		44.2		46.8		49.3		51.5		53.3		54.8		55.8		56.6		57.1		57.4		57.5		57.7		57.9		58.0		58.0		58.0		57.8		57.7		57.5		57.4		57.3		57.2		57.2		57.2

		30-39		14.4		15.6		16.8		18.0		19.3		20.6		22.0		23.4		24.6		25.9		27.1		28.2		29.2		30.3		31.1		31.9		32.4		32.7		33.0		33.1		33.2		33.2		33.3		33.3		33.3		33.3

		40-49		6.8		7.5		8.1		8.8		9.5		10.3		11.0		11.8		12.6		13.4		14.2		15.0		15.7		16.4		17.1		17.8		18.5		19.1		19.7		20.3		20.9		21.5		22.0		22.6		23.1		23.5

		50-59		3.6		4.0		4.4		4.7		5.0		5.4		5.7		6.0		6.4		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.0		8.5		8.9		9.3		9.8		10.2		10.7		11.2		11.7		12.1		12.6		13.1		13.5		14.1

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.1		2.3		2.4		2.6		2.7		2.9		3.0		3.1		3.2		3.3		3.4		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.2		4.3		4.5		4.7

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (e)

		Figure 10(e)  Percentage of single and divorced men projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced males, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single males cohabiting		15.8		16.7		17.6		18.5		19.2		19.9		20.5		21.1		21.6		22.1		22.6		23.0		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.1		24.3		24.4		24.6		24.7		24.8		24.9		25.0		25.1		25.2		25.3

		% of divorced males cohabiting		29.0		28.7		28.3		28.0		27.7		27.5		27.2		26.9		26.7		26.4		26.2		25.9		25.6		25.3		25.0		24.7		24.4		24.1		23.8		23.6		23.3		23.1		22.8		22.6		22.4		22.2

		Data for Figure 10 (f)

		Figure 10(f)  Percentage of single and divorced women projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced females, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single females cohabiting		20.7		21.8		22.9		24.0		24.9		25.8		26.5		27.2		27.9		28.5		29.0		29.5		29.9		30.2		30.6		30.8		31.0		31.2		31.3		31.5		31.6		31.7		31.8		31.9		32.0		32.0

		% of divorced females cohabiting		23.0		22.7		22.5		22.1		21.8		21.5		21.1		20.8		20.4		20.1		19.7		19.3		18.9		18.6		18.2		17.9		17.6		17.2		16.9		16.6		16.3		16.0		15.7		15.5		15.2		15.0





Fig 11abcdef

		Data for Figure 11(a)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of mens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.8		56.1		9.0		27.2

		2001		9.7		52.8		9.8		27.7

		2011		12.2		47.6		10.7		29.5

		2021		13.0		45.1		11.2		30.8

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(b)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of womens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.3		53.5		19.9		19.3

		2001		9.3		50.8		20.1		19.8

		2011		11.8		46.6		20.1		21.5

		2021		12.7		44.3		20.4		22.6

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(c)				Males 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				14.4		46.7		21.7		11.7		3.5		2.1

		Married				0.9		15.7		21.6		22.6		17.8		21.3

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.2		8.2		18.0		19.7		14.8		39.2

		Single - not cohabiting				48.1		29.6		9.3		5.3		3.3		4.4

		Data for Figure 11(d)				Females 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				25.8		43.5		17.1		9.0		3.0		1.6

		Married				2.2		19.3		22.5		22.8		16.4		16.7

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		5.1		9.6		11.4		12.6		61.2

		Single - not cohabiting				52.4		24.2		7.5		4.0		3.0		8.9

		Data for Figure 11 (e)				Males 2021

		Figure 11(e) Projected age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				9.6		31.7		23.5		18.8		11.7		4.8

		Married				0.7		9.6		15.4		19.7		23.5		31.1

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.7		8.7		17.3		24.8		46.5

		Single - not cohabiting				38.0		24.2		13.8		11.8		7.5		4.8

		Data for Figure 11 (f)				Females 2021

		Figure 11(f) Projected age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				16.2		32.9		22.4		16.5		9.0		3.1

		Married				1.7		12.5		16.8		20.3		22.8		26.0

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.5		6.2		11.5		18.7		61.1

		Single - not cohabiting				42.6		23.1		13.0		10.2		6.2		4.9
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Fig 1a and 1b

		Data for Fig 1a																Data  for Fig 1b

		(a) Percentage agreeing that living together outside																(b) Percentage of birth cohort who have ever

		marriage is always wrong, 1990/92, Great Britain																cohabited, 1990/92, Great britain

						Birth cohort		Birth cohort

						Label for x axis				Men		Women						Birth cohort				Men		Women

						1920		1920		41.5		35.4						Label for x axis

						1930		-		-		-						-		1900-09		5.6		1.9

						1940		-		-		-						-		1910-19		3.1		3.9

						1950		-		-		-						-		1920-29		8.2		4.1

						1960		-		-		-						-		1930-39		13.7		9.3

						1970		-		-		-						-		1940-49		20.2		19.2

																		-		1950-59		36.2		33.3

																		-		1960-69		47.7		49.4

																		1970
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Fig 2

		Data for Figure 2 Advice given to a young woman on cohabitation and marriage, 1990

																Percentages

				by men								by women

				55+		35-54		18-34				55+		35-54		18-34

		Marry without cohabiting		64		30		17				60		33		18

		Cohabit, then marry		20		48		61				22		47		60

		can't choose		9		13		14				10		10		11

		Stay single		3		2		4				6		6		3

		Cohabit, don't marry		1		6		5				0		4		8





Chart4

		76		76		76		76

		77		77		77		77

		78		78		78		78

		79		79		79		79

		80		80		80		80

		81		81		81		81

		82		82		82		82

		83		83		83		83

		84		84		84		84

		85		85		85		85

		86		86		86		86

		87		87		87		87

		88		88		88		88

		89		89		89		89

		90		90		90		90

		91		91		91		91

		92		92		92		92

		93		93		93		93

		94		94		94		94

		95		95		95		95

		96		96		96		96

		97		97		97		97

		98		98		98		98



Married

Cohabiting

Widowed, Divorced, Separated

Single

75.1

2.2

5.3

17.4

74.8333333333

2.3666666667

5.3

17.5

74.5666666667

2.5333333333

5.3

17.6

74.3

2.7

5.3

17.7

72.8

2.9

5.3

19

71.6

3.3

5.1

20

69.7

3.8

5.2

21.3

70

3.6

5.9

20.5

69.5

4.2

5.3

21

68.1

5

5

21.9

66.6

5.5

4.7

23.2

66

6.4

3.4

24.2

63.3

7.6

4

25.1

63

7.8

3.1

26.1

61.4

8.5

3.8

26.3

60.9

9

3.7

26.4

58.9

9

3.5

28.6

59

9

4.3

27.7

56.9

10

4.1

29

57.8

10

3.8

28.4

57.1

11

2.9

29

55.3

12

3

29.7

53.4

13

3.3

30.3



Fig 3

		

		Data for Figure 3  (for Women aged 18-49)

		Figure 3  Percentage of women aged 18-49 who were cohabiting; married; single, 1976-98, Great Britain

				Year

				1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984		1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Married plus cohabiting		77.3		77.2		77.1		77		75.7		74.9		73.5		73.6		73.7		73.1		72.1		72.4		70.9		70.8		69.9		69.9		67.9		68		66.9		67.8		68.1		67.3		66.4

				76		77		78		79		80		81		82		83		84		85		86		87		88		89		90		91		92		93		94		95		96		97		98

		Married		75.1		74.8		74.6		74.3		72.8		71.6		69.7		70		69.5		68.1		66.6		66		63.3		63		61.4		60.9		58.9		59		56.9		57.8		57.1		55.3		53.4

		Cohabiting		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5.0		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9.0		9.0		9.0		10.0		10.0		11.0		12.0		13.0

		Widowed, Divorced, Separated		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.1		5.2		5.9		5.3		5.0		4.7		3.4		4.0		3.1		3.8		3.7		3.5		4.3		4.1		3.8		2.9		3.0		3.3

		Single		17.4		17.5		17.6		17.7		19		20		21.3		20.5		21		21.9		23.2		24.2		25.1		26.1		26.3		26.4		28.6		27.7		29		28.4		29		29.7		30.3

				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Cohabiting (as % of non-married * )		8.6		9.3		9.9		10.6		10.8		11.6		12.6		12.1		13.7		15.7		16.6		18.8		20.6		21		22		23		21		22		23		25		26		27.5		29

		Cohabiting (as % of all women)		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9		9		9		10		10		11		12		13





Fig 4a&b

		Figure 4(a) and (b)

		Figure 4a Percentage of those aged 18-49 cohabiting, by legal marital status, 1979-98, Great Britain

		(a) women (1979-98)

		Year		Sep.Separated		D.divorced		W.widowed		S.single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979		16.8		19.7		0		7.6

		1980		17.8		20.1		4.2		8.4

		1981		18.1		20.5		5.2		9.3

		1982		15.8		21.1		3.7		10.3

		1983		14.9		20.8		4.1		10.4

		1984		15.8		19.9		5		11.7

		1985		14.7		21.3		7.1		14.1

		1986		13.9		26.6		8.3		14.9

		1987		12.6		26.6		8.3		17.3

		1988		16.0		28.4		8.6		19.9

		1989		15.9		30.5		6.5		18.7

		1990		14.9		26.2		5.2		21.4

		1991		13.2		30.4		4.8		23.2

		1992		12.1		28.2		6.0		20.8

		1993		11.1		24.9		11.6		23.3

		1994		10.7		28.0		11.4		23.9

		1995		9.3		27.5		10.2		26.4

		1996		8.9		31.2		6.0		27.6

		1997		9.3		30.9		6.1		29.1

		1998		9.6		30.7		6.3		30.6

		(b) men (1986-98)

		Year		Sep, separated		D, divorced		W, widowed		S, single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979

		1980

		1981

		1982

		1983

		1984

		1985

		1986		25.0		35.2		0.0		12.1

		1987		25.9		38.8		8.3		13.3

		1988		27.9		43.7		14.7		14.6

		1989		28.0		45.1		16.1		15.9

		1990		28.2		44.4		21.1		16.7

		1991		27.0		41.4		20.6		17.6

		1992		25.7		41.6		22.5		17.8

		1993		24.2		40.5		17.1		18.7

		1994		20.1		41.0		17.6		20.3

		1995		21.5		39.0		20.7		22.4

		1996		20.8		38.6		21.4		23.1

		1997		23.5		40.6		17.6		24.2

		1998		26.2		42.5		13.8		25.2





Fig 5a&b

		Data for Figure 5 (a) -WOMEN

				Figure 5a  Percentage of women* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29		3		4.5		5.5		5		6		6.5		6.5		7.5		9.1		11.3		13.0		12.9		14.4		15.5		14.9		16.9		17.2		18.8		20.4		21.4		22.7

				30-39		2		2		2.5		2.3		2.5		2.5		2.5		4		4.3		4.6		6.6		7.2		6.6		7.4		6.8		6.9		9.0		9.2		9.4		10.5		11.5

				40-49		1		1		1		2		2		2		1.5		1.5		2.9		2.6		3.4		2.7		3.7		4.6		4.8		4.4		5.3		4.9		4.7		5.6		6.6

				50-59																		0.9		1.0		1.6		2.1		1.2		2.0		2.1		1.5		2.3		2.7		3.2		3.5		3.8

		Data for Figure 5 (b) - MEN

				Figure 5b  Percentage of men* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29																		8.6		11.0		12.2		12.6		13.8		14.1		14.1		14.8		17.0		18.4		20.4		21.5		22.7

				30-39																		4.1		5.6		7.9		8.2		8.1		9.6		9.4		9.4		10.9		11.2		11.8		11.7		11.5

				40-49																		3.0		2.7		4.0		4.5		4.0		5.2		5.1		4.9		5.3		5.9		5.4		6.0		6.6

				50-59																		1.7		2.4		2.8		1.9		2.4		3.0		3.1		2.4		3.8		3.1		3.8		3.8		3.8





Fig 6

		Final amended data 29/01/01						Data for Figure 6

		Figure 6  Trends in median duration of cohabitation* for single and divorced** men and women, 1986-98, Great Britain

				Plot at:								Plot at:

		Year		Year		Divorced women		Divorced men				Year		Bachelors		Spinsters

		1986/87		1986.5		37.3		35.2				1986		22.7		19.3

		1987/88		1987.5		39.0		36.3				1987		21.1		19.1

		1988/89		1988.5		36.3		34.3				1988		19.9		22.7

		1989/90		1989.5		36.3		31.8				1989		22.0		22.5

		1990/91		1990.5		48.3		38.9				1990		27.4		27.5

		1991/92		1991.5		47.2		43.6				1991		25.8		27.3

		1992/93		1992.5		52.0		51.3				1992		27.7		28.9

		1993/94		1993.5		52.9		53.3				1993		30.6		32.8

		1994/95		1994.5		49.8		51.0				1994		28.7		33.5

		1995/96		1995.5		52.9		54.8				1995		27.8		31.0

												1996		29.6		31.3

		1997		1997		53.8		56.4				1997		33.5		35.1

		1998		1998		53.6		54.9				1998		37.4		38.9

		* For those who were cohabiting at time of interview; duration measured up to date of interview

		** Two-year average





Fig 7

		Figure 7 Trends in median age at start of pre-marital cohabitation before first marriage, duration of such pre-marital

		cohabitation, and age at first marriage, for women, by year of first marriage, 1957-98, Great Britain

						1957		1958		1959		1960		1961		1962		1963		1964		1965		1966		1967		1968		1969		1970

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.9		21.7		21.7		21.7		21.6		21.5		21.3		21.3		21.3		21.2		21.2		21.3		21.4		21.3

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II		20.7										20.7										20.9

		upper quartile of D		III		0.99										1.37										1.71

		median duration of pmc

		before first marriage		IV		0.47										0.61										0.84

		lower quartile		V		0.18										0.26										0.27

						1971		1972		1973		1974		1975		1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.4		21.5		21.4		21.4		21.4		21.5		21.5		21.6		21.7		21.8		22.0		22.1		22.3		22.6

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II				21.0										21.4										21.5

		upper quartile of D		III				1.67										1.93										2.12

		median duration of pmc						0.9										0.93										1.01

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V				0.36										0.41										0.48

						1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		median age at first

		marriage		I		22.8		23.1		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.3		24.6		25.0		25.3		25.6		26.0		26.4		26.7		27.0

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II						21.9										22.8										23.4

		upper quartile of D		III						2.59										3.14										3.93

		median duration of pmc								1.34										1.76										2.23

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V						0.63										0.8										1.05





Fig 8

		Data for Figure 8

		Figure 8  Percentage of women who reported that they had pre-maritally cohabited with their future

		husband for (a) all first marriages and (b) all second marriages by year of marriage, Great Britain

		Year		First Marriage		Second Marriage		% not saying  that

		1950		2.9				"pre-marital relations

		1951		1.2				are always or mostly

		1952		0.0				wrong" *

		1953		1.6

		1954		0.7

		1955		1.3

		1956		1.0

		1957		1.7

		1958		0.6

		1959		1.5

		1960		1.5

		1961		2.5

		1962		2.5

		1963		2.8

		1964		3.0

		1965		2.8

		1966		3.7

		1967		4.0		19.1

		1968		4.4		30.2

		1969		5.4		42.9

		1970		5.8		47.1

		1971		10.2		46.3

		1972		10.0		51.7

		1973		12.8		56.5

		1974		14.4		57.8

		1975		17.5		57.4

		1976		18.9		58.7		61.0

		1977		18.2		63.4		62.6

		1978		20.8		59.3		64.1

		1979		23.1		60.7		65.7

		1980		28.1		63.2		67.3

		1981		29.2		72.3		68.9

		1982		34.5		71.3		70.4

		1983		36.1		68.1		72.0

		1984		39.4		72.2		73.0

		1985		40.1		70.0		77.0

		1986		46.3		76.6		76.0

		1987		51.0		76.7		75.8

		1988		52.0		74.8		76.5

		1989		56.8		81.2		77.2

		1990		61.2		81.3		77.9

		1991		63.7		84.0		78.5

		1992		66.0		85.7		79.2

		1993		69.0		81.9		79.9

		1994		75.1		80.0		80.6

		1995		77.6		85.9		81.3

		1996		76.6		83.3		82.0

		1997						82.7

		1998						83.4

		1999						84.1





Fig 9

		Data for Figure 9

		Figure 9  Percentages of men and womenwho had no, one and two or more cohabiting unions which had ended in the past without leading to marriage,

		by age and marital status, 1998, Great Britain

		Male				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		98.9		86.2		71.0		62.3		62.4		73.0		72.2		87.2		81.5		79.2

				1		0.8		8.4		21.3		19.1		19.9		9.5		16.7		4.3		7.4		12.3

				2 or more		0.3		5.5		7.7		18.6		17.7		17.6		11.1		8.5		11.1		8.6

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced men		0				100.0		87.5		69.8		64.1		75.0		71.8		83.1		78.6		74.7

				1				0.0		8.3		15.1		21.9		13.6		12.1		15.6		8.9		13.8

				2 or more				0.0		4.2		15.1		14.1		11.4		16.1		1.3		12.5		11.4

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0				86.4		87.9		87.4		87.8		89.9		93.2		95.3		95.9		91.4

				1				13.6		8.5		9.3		9.2		7.3		4.8		3.8		3.1		6.4

				2 or more				0.0		3.6		3.4		3.0		2.8		2.0		0.9		1.0		2.2

				Total				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Female				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		95.2		80.2		65.7		58.2		55.9		64.2		65.0		84.0		80.8		75.2

				1		4.3		13.9		24.0		28.1		28.8		18.9		15.0		12.0		15.4		17.0

				2 or more		0.5		5.9		10.3		13.8		15.3		17.0		20.0		4.0		3.8		7.8

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced women		0				94.1		82.4		74.1		76.2		79.7		79.2		87.7		93.8		81.3

				1				5.9		13.2		15.7		21.9		11.8		15.3		9.0		4.9		13.6

				2 or more				0.0		4.4		10.2		2.0		8.5		5.6		3.3		1.2		5.1

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0		100.0		89.7		89.2		87.6		90.3		94.7		95.5		97.6		98.7		93.4

				1		0.0		8.6		9.0		10.6		7.8		4.1		3.4		1.8		0.5		5.3

				2 or more		0.0		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.9		1.2		1.1		0.6		0.8		1.3

				Total		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Source: General Household Survey





Fig 10abcdef

		Data for Figure 10 (a)				Males

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* men projected to be cohabiting, by age England and wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		19.5		20.0		20.5		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.8		21.0		21.1		21.4		21.6		21.8		21.9		21.9		22.0		22.0		22.2		22.3		22.4		22.6		22.6		22.7		22.7		22.7		22.7

		30-39		30.9		31.6		32.3		32.9		33.6		34.2		34.8		35.4		36.0		36.5		37.0		37.4		37.7		38.0		38.2		38.3		38.4		38.4		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.6		38.6		38.6		38.6

		40-49		26.3		27.1		27.9		28.7		29.4		30.1		30.7		31.3		31.8		32.3		32.7		33.1		33.5		33.7		33.9		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.2		34.2		34.3

		50-59		16.7		18.1		19.1		20.0		20.8		21.5		22.1		22.7		23.3		23.8		24.3		24.7		25.1		25.5		25.7		26.0		26.1		26.3		26.4		26.5		26.6		26.6		26.7		26.8		26.8		26.9

		60+		4.3		5.0		5.6		6.2		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.1		8.6		9.0		9.4		9.8		10.2		10.4		10.6		10.8		10.8		10.9		11.0		11.1		11.2		11.2		11.3		11.5		11.6		11.8

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (b)				Females

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* women projected to be cohabiting, by age England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		28.8		29.5		30.1		30.5		30.7		30.9		31.1		31.3		31.5		31.7		31.9		32.1		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.3		32.4		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.4

		30-39		33.5		34.5		35.4		36.4		37.2		38.1		38.9		39.7		40.4		41.1		41.7		42.2		42.7		43.0		43.3		43.4		43.5		43.5		43.6		43.6		43.6		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5

		40-49		22.7		23.8		24.8		25.8		26.7		27.7		28.6		29.4		30.3		31.1		31.8		32.5		33.0		33.5		33.9		34.2		34.5		34.7		34.9		35.1		35.3		35.6		35.8		36.0		36.2		36.4

		50-59		12.1		13.2		14.2		15.0		15.6		16.2		16.7		17.2		17.7		18.2		18.7		19.3		19.8		20.3		20.8		21.2		21.6		22.0		22.4		22.8		23.1		23.4		23.7		24.1		24.4		24.7

		60+		1.3		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.3		2.5		2.6		2.8		2.9		3.1		3.2		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.1		4.2		4.3		4.4		4.6		4.7

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (c)				Males

		Figure 10(c)  Percentage of all men in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		44.3		47.5		50.2		52.8		55.1		57.2		58.9		60.2		61.2		62.0		62.5		62.8		62.9		63.1		63.3		63.4		63.5		63.4		63.3		63.2		63.1		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0

		30-39		18.0		19.4		20.8		22.2		23.7		25.3		26.8		28.2		29.5		30.8		32.0		33.0		33.9		34.8		35.6		36.2		36.6		36.9		37.1		37.2		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.4		37.5

		40-49		8.8		9.6		10.4		11.2		12.0		12.9		13.8		14.7		15.7		16.6		17.4		18.3		19.1		19.8		20.6		21.3		21.9		22.4		23.0		23.5		23.9		24.4		24.8		25.2		25.5		25.8

		50-59		4.4		4.9		5.4		5.8		6.3		6.8		7.2		7.7		8.2		8.7		9.1		9.7		10.2		10.8		11.3		11.8		12.3		12.9		13.4		13.9		14.4		14.9		15.3		15.8		16.3		16.8

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.4		2.6		2.8		3.0		3.2		3.4		3.6		3.8		3.9		4.1		4.2		4.4		4.5		4.6		4.7		4.8		5.0		5.1		5.2		5.4		5.6		5.8

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (d)				Females

		Figure 10(d)  Percentage of all women in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		38.8		41.6		44.2		46.8		49.3		51.5		53.3		54.8		55.8		56.6		57.1		57.4		57.5		57.7		57.9		58.0		58.0		58.0		57.8		57.7		57.5		57.4		57.3		57.2		57.2		57.2

		30-39		14.4		15.6		16.8		18.0		19.3		20.6		22.0		23.4		24.6		25.9		27.1		28.2		29.2		30.3		31.1		31.9		32.4		32.7		33.0		33.1		33.2		33.2		33.3		33.3		33.3		33.3

		40-49		6.8		7.5		8.1		8.8		9.5		10.3		11.0		11.8		12.6		13.4		14.2		15.0		15.7		16.4		17.1		17.8		18.5		19.1		19.7		20.3		20.9		21.5		22.0		22.6		23.1		23.5

		50-59		3.6		4.0		4.4		4.7		5.0		5.4		5.7		6.0		6.4		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.0		8.5		8.9		9.3		9.8		10.2		10.7		11.2		11.7		12.1		12.6		13.1		13.5		14.1

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.1		2.3		2.4		2.6		2.7		2.9		3.0		3.1		3.2		3.3		3.4		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.2		4.3		4.5		4.7

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (e)

		Figure 10(e)  Percentage of single and divorced men projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced males, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single males cohabiting		15.8		16.7		17.6		18.5		19.2		19.9		20.5		21.1		21.6		22.1		22.6		23.0		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.1		24.3		24.4		24.6		24.7		24.8		24.9		25.0		25.1		25.2		25.3

		% of divorced males cohabiting		29.0		28.7		28.3		28.0		27.7		27.5		27.2		26.9		26.7		26.4		26.2		25.9		25.6		25.3		25.0		24.7		24.4		24.1		23.8		23.6		23.3		23.1		22.8		22.6		22.4		22.2

		Data for Figure 10 (f)

		Figure 10(f)  Percentage of single and divorced women projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced females, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single females cohabiting		20.7		21.8		22.9		24.0		24.9		25.8		26.5		27.2		27.9		28.5		29.0		29.5		29.9		30.2		30.6		30.8		31.0		31.2		31.3		31.5		31.6		31.7		31.8		31.9		32.0		32.0

		% of divorced females cohabiting		23.0		22.7		22.5		22.1		21.8		21.5		21.1		20.8		20.4		20.1		19.7		19.3		18.9		18.6		18.2		17.9		17.6		17.2		16.9		16.6		16.3		16.0		15.7		15.5		15.2		15.0





Fig 11abcdef

		Data for Figure 11(a)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of mens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.8		56.1		9.0		27.2

		2001		9.7		52.8		9.8		27.7

		2011		12.2		47.6		10.7		29.5

		2021		13.0		45.1		11.2		30.8

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(b)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of womens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.3		53.5		19.9		19.3

		2001		9.3		50.8		20.1		19.8

		2011		11.8		46.6		20.1		21.5

		2021		12.7		44.3		20.4		22.6

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(c)				Males 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				14.4		46.7		21.7		11.7		3.5		2.1

		Married				0.9		15.7		21.6		22.6		17.8		21.3

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.2		8.2		18.0		19.7		14.8		39.2

		Single - not cohabiting				48.1		29.6		9.3		5.3		3.3		4.4

		Data for Figure 11(d)				Females 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				25.8		43.5		17.1		9.0		3.0		1.6

		Married				2.2		19.3		22.5		22.8		16.4		16.7

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		5.1		9.6		11.4		12.6		61.2

		Single - not cohabiting				52.4		24.2		7.5		4.0		3.0		8.9

		Data for Figure 11 (e)				Males 2021

		Figure 11(e) Projected age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				9.6		31.7		23.5		18.8		11.7		4.8

		Married				0.7		9.6		15.4		19.7		23.5		31.1

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.7		8.7		17.3		24.8		46.5

		Single - not cohabiting				38.0		24.2		13.8		11.8		7.5		4.8

		Data for Figure 11 (f)				Females 2021

		Figure 11(f) Projected age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				16.2		32.9		22.4		16.5		9.0		3.1

		Married				1.7		12.5		16.8		20.3		22.8		26.0

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.5		6.2		11.5		18.7		61.1

		Single - not cohabiting				42.6		23.1		13.0		10.2		6.2		4.9
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Fig 1a and 1b

		Data for Fig 1a																Data  for Fig 1b

		(a) Percentage agreeing that living together outside																(b) Percentage of birth cohort who have ever

		marriage is always wrong, 1990/92, Great Britain																cohabited, 1990/92, Great britain

						Birth cohort		Birth cohort

						Label for x axis				Men		Women						Birth cohort				Men		Women

						1920		1920		41.5		35.4						Label for x axis

						1930		-		-		-						-		1900-09		5.6		1.9

						1940		-		-		-						-		1910-19		3.1		3.9

						1950		-		-		-						-		1920-29		8.2		4.1

						1960		-		-		-						-		1930-39		13.7		9.3

						1970		-		-		-						-		1940-49		20.2		19.2

																		-		1950-59		36.2		33.3

																		-		1960-69		47.7		49.4

																		1970
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Fig 2

		Data for Figure 2 Advice given to a young woman on cohabitation and marriage, 1990

																Percentages

				by men								by women

				55+		35-54		18-34				55+		35-54		18-34

		Marry without cohabiting		64		30		17				60		33		18

		Cohabit, then marry		20		48		61				22		47		60

		can't choose		9		13		14				10		10		11

		Stay single		3		2		4				6		6		3

		Cohabit, don't marry		1		6		5				0		4		8
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Fig 3

		

		Data for Figure 3  (for Women aged 18-49)

		Figure 3  Percentage of women aged 18-49 who were cohabiting; married; single, 1976-98, Great Britain

				Year

				1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984		1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Married plus cohabiting		77.3		77.2		77.1		77		75.7		74.9		73.5		73.6		73.7		73.1		72.1		72.4		70.9		70.8		69.9		69.9		67.9		68		66.9		67.8		68.1		67.3		66.4

				76		77		78		79		80		81		82		83		84		85		86		87		88		89		90		91		92		93		94		95		96		97		98

		Married		75.1		74.8		74.6		74.3		72.8		71.6		69.7		70		69.5		68.1		66.6		66		63.3		63		61.4		60.9		58.9		59		56.9		57.8		57.1		55.3		53.4

		Cohabiting		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5.0		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9.0		9.0		9.0		10.0		10.0		11.0		12.0		13.0

		Widowed, Divorced, Separated		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.3		5.1		5.2		5.9		5.3		5.0		4.7		3.4		4.0		3.1		3.8		3.7		3.5		4.3		4.1		3.8		2.9		3.0		3.3

		Single		17.4		17.5		17.6		17.7		19		20		21.3		20.5		21		21.9		23.2		24.2		25.1		26.1		26.3		26.4		28.6		27.7		29		28.4		29		29.7		30.3

				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Cohabiting (as % of non-married * )		8.6		9.3		9.9		10.6		10.8		11.6		12.6		12.1		13.7		15.7		16.6		18.8		20.6		21		22		23		21		22		23		25		26		27.5		29

		Cohabiting (as % of all women)		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9		9		9		10		10		11		12		13





Fig 4a&b

		Figure 4(a) and (b)

		Figure 4a Percentage of those aged 18-49 cohabiting, by legal marital status, 1979-98, Great Britain

		(a) women (1979-98)

		Year		Sep.Separated		D.divorced		W.widowed		S.single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979		16.8		19.7		0		7.6

		1980		17.8		20.1		4.2		8.4

		1981		18.1		20.5		5.2		9.3

		1982		15.8		21.1		3.7		10.3

		1983		14.9		20.8		4.1		10.4

		1984		15.8		19.9		5		11.7

		1985		14.7		21.3		7.1		14.1

		1986		13.9		26.6		8.3		14.9

		1987		12.6		26.6		8.3		17.3

		1988		16.0		28.4		8.6		19.9

		1989		15.9		30.5		6.5		18.7

		1990		14.9		26.2		5.2		21.4

		1991		13.2		30.4		4.8		23.2

		1992		12.1		28.2		6.0		20.8

		1993		11.1		24.9		11.6		23.3

		1994		10.7		28.0		11.4		23.9

		1995		9.3		27.5		10.2		26.4

		1996		8.9		31.2		6.0		27.6

		1997		9.3		30.9		6.1		29.1

		1998		9.6		30.7		6.3		30.6

		(b) men (1986-98)

		Year		Sep, separated		D, divorced		W, widowed		S, single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979

		1980

		1981

		1982

		1983

		1984

		1985

		1986		25.0		35.2		0.0		12.1

		1987		25.9		38.8		8.3		13.3

		1988		27.9		43.7		14.7		14.6

		1989		28.0		45.1		16.1		15.9

		1990		28.2		44.4		21.1		16.7

		1991		27.0		41.4		20.6		17.6

		1992		25.7		41.6		22.5		17.8

		1993		24.2		40.5		17.1		18.7

		1994		20.1		41.0		17.6		20.3

		1995		21.5		39.0		20.7		22.4

		1996		20.8		38.6		21.4		23.1

		1997		23.5		40.6		17.6		24.2

		1998		26.2		42.5		13.8		25.2
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Fig 5a&b

		Data for Figure 5 (a) -WOMEN

				Figure 5a  Percentage of women* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

				AGE GROUP		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29		9.1		11.3		13.0		12.9		14.4		15.5		14.9		16.9		17.2		18.8		20.4		21.4		22.7

				30-39		4.3		4.6		6.6		7.2		6.6		7.4		6.8		6.9		9.0		9.2		9.4		10.5		11.5

				40-49		2.9		2.6		3.4		2.7		3.7		4.6		4.8		4.4		5.3		4.9		4.7		5.6		6.6

				50-59		0.9		1.0		1.6		2.1		1.2		2.0		2.1		1.5		2.3		2.7		3.2		3.5		3.8

		Data for Figure 5 (b) - MEN

				Figure 5b  Percentage of men* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29		8.6		11.0		12.2		12.6		13.8		14.1		14.1		14.8		17.0		18.4		20.4		21.5		22.7

				30-39		4.1		5.6		7.9		8.2		8.1		9.6		9.4		9.4		10.9		11.2		11.8		11.7		11.5

				40-49		3.0		2.7		4.0		4.5		4.0		5.2		5.1		4.9		5.3		5.9		5.4		6.0		6.6

				50-59		1.7		2.4		2.8		1.9		2.4		3.0		3.1		2.4		3.8		3.1		3.8		3.8		3.8





Fig 6

		Final amended data 29/01/01						Data for Figure 6

		Figure 6  Trends in median duration of cohabitation* for single and divorced** men and women, 1986-98, Great Britain

				Plot at:								Plot at:

		Year		Year		Divorced women		Divorced men				Year		Bachelors		Spinsters

		1986/87		1986.5		37.3		35.2				1986		22.7		19.3

		1987/88		1987.5		39.0		36.3				1987		21.1		19.1

		1988/89		1988.5		36.3		34.3				1988		19.9		22.7

		1989/90		1989.5		36.3		31.8				1989		22.0		22.5

		1990/91		1990.5		48.3		38.9				1990		27.4		27.5

		1991/92		1991.5		47.2		43.6				1991		25.8		27.3

		1992/93		1992.5		52.0		51.3				1992		27.7		28.9

		1993/94		1993.5		52.9		53.3				1993		30.6		32.8

		1994/95		1994.5		49.8		51.0				1994		28.7		33.5

		1995/96		1995.5		52.9		54.8				1995		27.8		31.0

												1996		29.6		31.3

		1997		1997		53.8		56.4				1997		33.5		35.1

		1998		1998		53.6		54.9				1998		37.4		38.9

		* For those who were cohabiting at time of interview; duration measured up to date of interview

		** Two-year average





Fig 7

		Figure 7 Trends in median age at start of pre-marital cohabitation before first marriage, duration of such pre-marital

		cohabitation, and age at first marriage, for women, by year of first marriage, 1957-98, Great Britain

						1957		1958		1959		1960		1961		1962		1963		1964		1965		1966		1967		1968		1969		1970

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.9		21.7		21.7		21.7		21.6		21.5		21.3		21.3		21.3		21.2		21.2		21.3		21.4		21.3

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II		20.7										20.7										20.9

		upper quartile of D		III		0.99										1.37										1.71

		median duration of pmc

		before first marriage		IV		0.47										0.61										0.84

		lower quartile		V		0.18										0.26										0.27

						1971		1972		1973		1974		1975		1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.4		21.5		21.4		21.4		21.4		21.5		21.5		21.6		21.7		21.8		22.0		22.1		22.3		22.6

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II				21.0										21.4										21.5

		upper quartile of D		III				1.67										1.93										2.12

		median duration of pmc						0.9										0.93										1.01

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V				0.36										0.41										0.48

						1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		median age at first

		marriage		I		22.8		23.1		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.3		24.6		25.0		25.3		25.6		26.0		26.4		26.7		27.0

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II						21.9										22.8										23.4

		upper quartile of D		III						2.59										3.14										3.93

		median duration of pmc								1.34										1.76										2.23

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V						0.63										0.8										1.05





Fig 8

		Data for Figure 8

		Figure 8  Percentage of women who reported that they had pre-maritally cohabited with their future

		husband for (a) all first marriages and (b) all second marriages by year of marriage, Great Britain

		Year		First Marriage		Second Marriage		% not saying  that

		1950		2.9				"pre-marital relations

		1951		1.2				are always or mostly

		1952		0.0				wrong" *

		1953		1.6

		1954		0.7

		1955		1.3

		1956		1.0

		1957		1.7

		1958		0.6

		1959		1.5

		1960		1.5

		1961		2.5

		1962		2.5

		1963		2.8

		1964		3.0

		1965		2.8

		1966		3.7

		1967		4.0		19.1

		1968		4.4		30.2

		1969		5.4		42.9

		1970		5.8		47.1

		1971		10.2		46.3

		1972		10.0		51.7

		1973		12.8		56.5

		1974		14.4		57.8

		1975		17.5		57.4

		1976		18.9		58.7		61.0

		1977		18.2		63.4		62.6

		1978		20.8		59.3		64.1

		1979		23.1		60.7		65.7

		1980		28.1		63.2		67.3

		1981		29.2		72.3		68.9

		1982		34.5		71.3		70.4

		1983		36.1		68.1		72.0

		1984		39.4		72.2		73.0

		1985		40.1		70.0		77.0

		1986		46.3		76.6		76.0

		1987		51.0		76.7		75.8

		1988		52.0		74.8		76.5

		1989		56.8		81.2		77.2

		1990		61.2		81.3		77.9

		1991		63.7		84.0		78.5

		1992		66.0		85.7		79.2

		1993		69.0		81.9		79.9

		1994		75.1		80.0		80.6

		1995		77.6		85.9		81.3

		1996		76.6		83.3		82.0

		1997						82.7

		1998						83.4

		1999						84.1





Fig 9

		Data for Figure 9

		Figure 9  Percentages of men and womenwho had no, one and two or more cohabiting unions which had ended in the past without leading to marriage,

		by age and marital status, 1998, Great Britain

		Male				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		98.9		86.2		71.0		62.3		62.4		73.0		72.2		87.2		81.5		79.2

				1		0.8		8.4		21.3		19.1		19.9		9.5		16.7		4.3		7.4		12.3

				2 or more		0.3		5.5		7.7		18.6		17.7		17.6		11.1		8.5		11.1		8.6

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced men		0				100.0		87.5		69.8		64.1		75.0		71.8		83.1		78.6		74.7

				1				0.0		8.3		15.1		21.9		13.6		12.1		15.6		8.9		13.8

				2 or more				0.0		4.2		15.1		14.1		11.4		16.1		1.3		12.5		11.4

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0				86.4		87.9		87.4		87.8		89.9		93.2		95.3		95.9		91.4

				1				13.6		8.5		9.3		9.2		7.3		4.8		3.8		3.1		6.4

				2 or more				0.0		3.6		3.4		3.0		2.8		2.0		0.9		1.0		2.2

				Total				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Female				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		95.2		80.2		65.7		58.2		55.9		64.2		65.0		84.0		80.8		75.2

				1		4.3		13.9		24.0		28.1		28.8		18.9		15.0		12.0		15.4		17.0

				2 or more		0.5		5.9		10.3		13.8		15.3		17.0		20.0		4.0		3.8		7.8

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced women		0				94.1		82.4		74.1		76.2		79.7		79.2		87.7		93.8		81.3

				1				5.9		13.2		15.7		21.9		11.8		15.3		9.0		4.9		13.6

				2 or more				0.0		4.4		10.2		2.0		8.5		5.6		3.3		1.2		5.1

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0		100.0		89.7		89.2		87.6		90.3		94.7		95.5		97.6		98.7		93.4

				1		0.0		8.6		9.0		10.6		7.8		4.1		3.4		1.8		0.5		5.3

				2 or more		0.0		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.9		1.2		1.1		0.6		0.8		1.3

				Total		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Source: General Household Survey





Fig 10abcdef

		Data for Figure 10 (a)				Males

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* men projected to be cohabiting, by age England and wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		19.5		20.0		20.5		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.8		21.0		21.1		21.4		21.6		21.8		21.9		21.9		22.0		22.0		22.2		22.3		22.4		22.6		22.6		22.7		22.7		22.7		22.7

		30-39		30.9		31.6		32.3		32.9		33.6		34.2		34.8		35.4		36.0		36.5		37.0		37.4		37.7		38.0		38.2		38.3		38.4		38.4		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.6		38.6		38.6		38.6

		40-49		26.3		27.1		27.9		28.7		29.4		30.1		30.7		31.3		31.8		32.3		32.7		33.1		33.5		33.7		33.9		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.2		34.2		34.3

		50-59		16.7		18.1		19.1		20.0		20.8		21.5		22.1		22.7		23.3		23.8		24.3		24.7		25.1		25.5		25.7		26.0		26.1		26.3		26.4		26.5		26.6		26.6		26.7		26.8		26.8		26.9

		60+		4.3		5.0		5.6		6.2		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.1		8.6		9.0		9.4		9.8		10.2		10.4		10.6		10.8		10.8		10.9		11.0		11.1		11.2		11.2		11.3		11.5		11.6		11.8

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (b)				Females

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* women projected to be cohabiting, by age England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		28.8		29.5		30.1		30.5		30.7		30.9		31.1		31.3		31.5		31.7		31.9		32.1		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.3		32.4		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.4

		30-39		33.5		34.5		35.4		36.4		37.2		38.1		38.9		39.7		40.4		41.1		41.7		42.2		42.7		43.0		43.3		43.4		43.5		43.5		43.6		43.6		43.6		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5

		40-49		22.7		23.8		24.8		25.8		26.7		27.7		28.6		29.4		30.3		31.1		31.8		32.5		33.0		33.5		33.9		34.2		34.5		34.7		34.9		35.1		35.3		35.6		35.8		36.0		36.2		36.4

		50-59		12.1		13.2		14.2		15.0		15.6		16.2		16.7		17.2		17.7		18.2		18.7		19.3		19.8		20.3		20.8		21.2		21.6		22.0		22.4		22.8		23.1		23.4		23.7		24.1		24.4		24.7

		60+		1.3		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.3		2.5		2.6		2.8		2.9		3.1		3.2		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.1		4.2		4.3		4.4		4.6		4.7

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (c)				Males

		Figure 10(c)  Percentage of all men in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		44.3		47.5		50.2		52.8		55.1		57.2		58.9		60.2		61.2		62.0		62.5		62.8		62.9		63.1		63.3		63.4		63.5		63.4		63.3		63.2		63.1		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0

		30-39		18.0		19.4		20.8		22.2		23.7		25.3		26.8		28.2		29.5		30.8		32.0		33.0		33.9		34.8		35.6		36.2		36.6		36.9		37.1		37.2		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.4		37.5

		40-49		8.8		9.6		10.4		11.2		12.0		12.9		13.8		14.7		15.7		16.6		17.4		18.3		19.1		19.8		20.6		21.3		21.9		22.4		23.0		23.5		23.9		24.4		24.8		25.2		25.5		25.8

		50-59		4.4		4.9		5.4		5.8		6.3		6.8		7.2		7.7		8.2		8.7		9.1		9.7		10.2		10.8		11.3		11.8		12.3		12.9		13.4		13.9		14.4		14.9		15.3		15.8		16.3		16.8

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.4		2.6		2.8		3.0		3.2		3.4		3.6		3.8		3.9		4.1		4.2		4.4		4.5		4.6		4.7		4.8		5.0		5.1		5.2		5.4		5.6		5.8

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (d)				Females

		Figure 10(d)  Percentage of all women in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		38.8		41.6		44.2		46.8		49.3		51.5		53.3		54.8		55.8		56.6		57.1		57.4		57.5		57.7		57.9		58.0		58.0		58.0		57.8		57.7		57.5		57.4		57.3		57.2		57.2		57.2

		30-39		14.4		15.6		16.8		18.0		19.3		20.6		22.0		23.4		24.6		25.9		27.1		28.2		29.2		30.3		31.1		31.9		32.4		32.7		33.0		33.1		33.2		33.2		33.3		33.3		33.3		33.3

		40-49		6.8		7.5		8.1		8.8		9.5		10.3		11.0		11.8		12.6		13.4		14.2		15.0		15.7		16.4		17.1		17.8		18.5		19.1		19.7		20.3		20.9		21.5		22.0		22.6		23.1		23.5

		50-59		3.6		4.0		4.4		4.7		5.0		5.4		5.7		6.0		6.4		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.0		8.5		8.9		9.3		9.8		10.2		10.7		11.2		11.7		12.1		12.6		13.1		13.5		14.1

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.1		2.3		2.4		2.6		2.7		2.9		3.0		3.1		3.2		3.3		3.4		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.2		4.3		4.5		4.7

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (e)

		Figure 10(e)  Percentage of single and divorced men projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced males, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single males cohabiting		15.8		16.7		17.6		18.5		19.2		19.9		20.5		21.1		21.6		22.1		22.6		23.0		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.1		24.3		24.4		24.6		24.7		24.8		24.9		25.0		25.1		25.2		25.3

		% of divorced males cohabiting		29.0		28.7		28.3		28.0		27.7		27.5		27.2		26.9		26.7		26.4		26.2		25.9		25.6		25.3		25.0		24.7		24.4		24.1		23.8		23.6		23.3		23.1		22.8		22.6		22.4		22.2

		Data for Figure 10 (f)

		Figure 10(f)  Percentage of single and divorced women projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced females, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single females cohabiting		20.7		21.8		22.9		24.0		24.9		25.8		26.5		27.2		27.9		28.5		29.0		29.5		29.9		30.2		30.6		30.8		31.0		31.2		31.3		31.5		31.6		31.7		31.8		31.9		32.0		32.0

		% of divorced females cohabiting		23.0		22.7		22.5		22.1		21.8		21.5		21.1		20.8		20.4		20.1		19.7		19.3		18.9		18.6		18.2		17.9		17.6		17.2		16.9		16.6		16.3		16.0		15.7		15.5		15.2		15.0





Fig 11abcdef

		Data for Figure 11(a)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of mens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.8		56.1		9.0		27.2

		2001		9.7		52.8		9.8		27.7

		2011		12.2		47.6		10.7		29.5

		2021		13.0		45.1		11.2		30.8

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(b)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of womens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.3		53.5		19.9		19.3

		2001		9.3		50.8		20.1		19.8

		2011		11.8		46.6		20.1		21.5

		2021		12.7		44.3		20.4		22.6

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(c)				Males 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				14.4		46.7		21.7		11.7		3.5		2.1

		Married				0.9		15.7		21.6		22.6		17.8		21.3

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.2		8.2		18.0		19.7		14.8		39.2

		Single - not cohabiting				48.1		29.6		9.3		5.3		3.3		4.4

		Data for Figure 11(d)				Females 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				25.8		43.5		17.1		9.0		3.0		1.6

		Married				2.2		19.3		22.5		22.8		16.4		16.7

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		5.1		9.6		11.4		12.6		61.2

		Single - not cohabiting				52.4		24.2		7.5		4.0		3.0		8.9

		Data for Figure 11 (e)				Males 2021

		Figure 11(e) Projected age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				9.6		31.7		23.5		18.8		11.7		4.8

		Married				0.7		9.6		15.4		19.7		23.5		31.1

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.7		8.7		17.3		24.8		46.5

		Single - not cohabiting				38.0		24.2		13.8		11.8		7.5		4.8

		Data for Figure 11 (f)				Females 2021

		Figure 11(f) Projected age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				16.2		32.9		22.4		16.5		9.0		3.1

		Married				1.7		12.5		16.8		20.3		22.8		26.0

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.5		6.2		11.5		18.7		61.1

		Single - not cohabiting				42.6		23.1		13.0		10.2		6.2		4.9
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Fig 1a and 1b

		Data for Fig 1a																Data  for Fig 1b

		(a) Percentage agreeing that living together outside																(b) Percentage of birth cohort who have ever

		marriage is always wrong, 1990/92, Great Britain																cohabited, 1990/92, Great britain

						Birth cohort		Birth cohort

						Label for x axis		Plot % at year		Men		Women						Birth cohort		Birth cohort		Men		Women

						1920		1920		41.5		35.4						Label for x axis		Plot % at year:		-		-

						1930		-		-		-						-		1905		5.6		1.9

						-		1935		27.3		22						1910		-		-		-

						1940		-		-		-						-		1915		3.1		3.9

						-		1945		15.8		14						1920		-		-		-

						1950		-		-		-						-		1925		8.2		4.1

						-		1955		9.9		8.7						1930		-		-		-

						1960		-		-		-						-		1935		13.7		9.3

								1968		7.5		6.8						1940		-		-		-

						1970		-		-		-						-		1945		20.2		19.2

																		1950		-		-		-

																		-		1955		36.2		33.3

																		1960		-		-		-

																		-		1965		47.7		49.4

																		1970		-		-		-





Fig 2

		Data for Figure 2 Advice given to a young woman on cohabitation and marriage, 1990

																Percentages

				by men								by women

				55 and over		35-54		18-34				55 and over		35-54		18-34

		marry without living together first		64		30		17				60		33		18

		live together with a steady partner,

		then marry		20		48		61				22		47		60

		can't choose		9		13		14				10		10		11

		live alone without a steady partner		3		2		4				6		6		3

		live with a steady partner, without		1		6		5				0		4		8

		marrying





Fig 3

		

		Data for Figure 3  (for Women aged 18-49)

		Figure 3  Percentage of women aged 18-49 who were cohabiting; married; single, 1976-98, Great Britain

				Year

				1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984		1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		Married plus cohabiting		77.3		77.2		77.1		77		75.7		74.9		73.5		73.6		73.7		73.1		72.1		72.4		70.9		70.8		69.9		69.9		67.9		68		66.9		67.8		68.1		67.3		66.4

		Married		75.1		74.8		74.6		74.3		72.8		71.6		69.7		70		69.5		68.1		66.6		66		63.3		63		61.4		60.9		58.9		59		56.9		57.8		57.1		55.3		53.4

		Single (never-married)		17.4		17.5		17.6		17.7		19		20		21.3		20.5		21		21.9		23.2		24.2		25.1		26.1		26.3		26.4		28.6		27.7		29		28.4		29		29.7		30.3

		Cohabiting (as % of non-married * )		8.6		9.3		9.9		10.6		10.8		11.6		12.6		12.1		13.7		15.7		16.6		18.8		20.6		21		22		23		21		22		23		25		26		27.5		29

		Cohabiting (as % of all women)		2.2		2.4		2.5		2.7		2.9		3.3		3.8		3.6		4.2		5		5.5		6.4		7.6		7.8		8.5		9		9		9		10		10		11		12		13





Fig 4a&b

		Figure 4(a) and (b)

		Figure 4a Percentage of those aged 18-49 cohabiting, by legal marital status, 1979-98, Great Britain

		(a) women (1979-98)

		Year		Sep.Separated		D.divorced		W.widowed		S.single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979		16.8		19.7		0		7.6

		1980		17.8		20.1		4.2		8.4

		1981		18.1		20.5		5.2		9.3

		1982		15.8		21.1		3.7		10.3

		1983		14.9		20.8		4.1		10.4

		1984		15.8		19.9		5		11.7

		1985		14.7		21.3		7.1		14.1

		1986		13.9		26.6		8.3		14.9

		1987		12.6		26.6		8.3		17.3

		1988		16.0		28.4		8.6		19.9

		1989		15.9		30.5		6.5		18.7

		1990		14.9		26.2		5.2		21.4

		1991		13.2		30.4		4.8		23.2

		1992		12.1		28.2		6.0		20.8

		1993		11.1		24.9		11.6		23.3

		1994		10.7		28.0		11.4		23.9

		1995		9.3		27.5		10.2		26.4

		1996		8.9		31.2		6.0		27.6

		1997		9.3		30.9		6.1		29.1

		1998		9.6		30.7		6.3		30.6

		(b) men (1986-98)

		Year		Sep, separated		D, divorced		W, widowed		S, single (never-married)

		1976

		1977

		1978

		1979

		1980

		1981

		1982

		1983

		1984

		1985

		1986		25.0		35.2		0.0		12.1

		1987		25.9		38.8		8.3		13.3

		1988		27.9		43.7		14.7		14.6

		1989		28.0		45.1		16.1		15.9

		1990		28.2		44.4		21.1		16.7

		1991		27.0		41.4		20.6		17.6

		1992		25.7		41.6		22.5		17.8

		1993		24.2		40.5		17.1		18.7

		1994		20.1		41.0		17.6		20.3

		1995		21.5		39.0		20.7		22.4

		1996		20.8		38.6		21.4		23.1

		1997		23.5		40.6		17.6		24.2

		1998		26.2		42.5		13.8		25.2





Fig 5a&b

		Data for Figure 5 (a) -WOMEN

				Figure 5a  Percentage of women* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29		3		4.5		5.5		5		6		6.5		6.5		7.5		9.1		11.3		13.0		12.9		14.4		15.5		14.9		16.9		17.2		18.8		20.4		21.4		22.7

				30-39		2		2		2.5		2.3		2.5		2.5		2.5		4		4.3		4.6		6.6		7.2		6.6		7.4		6.8		6.9		9.0		9.2		9.4		10.5		11.5

				40-49		1		1		1		2		2		2		1.5		1.5		2.9		2.6		3.4		2.7		3.7		4.6		4.8		4.4		5.3		4.9		4.7		5.6		6.6

				50-59																		0.9		1.0		1.6		2.1		1.2		2.0		2.1		1.5		2.3		2.7		3.2		3.5		3.8

		Data for Figure 5 (b) - MEN

				Figure 5b  Percentage of men* cohabiting in each age-group, 1976-98, Great Britain

				* all marital statuses

						Year

				AGE GROUP		1976		1979		1980		1981		1981/82		1982/83		1983/84		1984/85		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

				20-29																		8.6		11.0		12.2		12.6		13.8		14.1		14.1		14.8		17.0		18.4		20.4		21.5		22.7

				30-39																		4.1		5.6		7.9		8.2		8.1		9.6		9.4		9.4		10.9		11.2		11.8		11.7		11.5

				40-49																		3.0		2.7		4.0		4.5		4.0		5.2		5.1		4.9		5.3		5.9		5.4		6.0		6.6

				50-59																		1.7		2.4		2.8		1.9		2.4		3.0		3.1		2.4		3.8		3.1		3.8		3.8		3.8





Fig 6

		Final amended data 29/01/01						Data for Figure 6

		Figure 6  Trends in median duration of cohabitation* for single and divorced** men and women, 1986-98, Great Britain

				Plot at:								Plot at:

		Year		Year		Divorced women		Divorced men				Year		Bachelors		Spinsters

		1986/87		1986.5		37.3		35.2				1986		22.7		19.3

		1987/88		1987.5		39.0		36.3				1987		21.1		19.1

		1988/89		1988.5		36.3		34.3				1988		19.9		22.7

		1989/90		1989.5		36.3		31.8				1989		22.0		22.5

		1990/91		1990.5		48.3		38.9				1990		27.4		27.5

		1991/92		1991.5		47.2		43.6				1991		25.8		27.3

		1992/93		1992.5		52.0		51.3				1992		27.7		28.9

		1993/94		1993.5		52.9		53.3				1993		30.6		32.8

		1994/95		1994.5		49.8		51.0				1994		28.7		33.5

		1995/96		1995.5		52.9		54.8				1995		27.8		31.0

												1996		29.6		31.3

		1997		1997		53.8		56.4				1997		33.5		35.1

		1998		1998		53.6		54.9				1998		37.4		38.9

		* For those who were cohabiting at time of interview; duration measured up to date of interview

		** Two-year average





Fig 7

		Figure 7 Trends in median age at start of pre-marital cohabitation before first marriage, duration of such pre-marital

		cohabitation, and age at first marriage, for women, by year of first marriage, 1957-98, Great Britain

						1957		1958		1959		1960		1961		1962		1963		1964		1965		1966		1967		1968		1969		1970

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.9		21.7		21.7		21.7		21.6		21.5		21.3		21.3		21.3		21.2		21.2		21.3		21.4		21.3

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II		20.7										20.7										20.9

		upper quartile of D		III		0.99										1.37										1.71

		median duration of pmc

		before first marriage		IV		0.47										0.61										0.84

		lower quartile		V		0.18										0.26										0.27

						1971		1972		1973		1974		1975		1976		1977		1978		1979		1980		1981		1982		1983		1984

		median age at first

		marriage		I		21.4		21.5		21.4		21.4		21.4		21.5		21.5		21.6		21.7		21.8		22.0		22.1		22.3		22.6

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II				21.0										21.4										21.5

		upper quartile of D		III				1.67										1.93										2.12

		median duration of pmc						0.9										0.93										1.01

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V				0.36										0.41										0.48

						1985		1986		1987		1988		1989		1990		1991		1992		1993		1994		1995		1996		1997		1998

		median age at first

		marriage		I		22.8		23.1		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.3		24.6		25.0		25.3		25.6		26.0		26.4		26.7		27.0

		median age at start of pmc

		before first marriage		II						21.9										22.8										23.4

		upper quartile of D		III						2.59										3.14										3.93

		median duration of pmc								1.34										1.76										2.23

		before first marriage		IV

		lower quartile		V						0.63										0.8										1.05
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Fig 8

		Data for Figure 8

		Figure 8  Percentage of women who reported that they had pre-maritally cohabited with their future

		husband for (a) all first marriages and (b) all second marriages by year of marriage, Great Britain

				First Marriage		Second Marriage		% not saying  that

		1950		2.9				"pre-marital relations

		1951		1.2				are always or mostly

		1952		0.0				wrong" *

		1953		1.6

		1954		0.7

		1955		1.3

		1956		1.0

		1957		1.7

		1958		0.6

		1959		1.5

		1960		1.5

		1961		2.5

		1962		2.5

		1963		2.8

		1964		3.0

		1965		2.8

		1966		3.7

		1967		4.0		19.1

		1968		4.4		30.2

		1969		5.4		42.9

		1970		5.8		47.1

		1971		10.2		46.3

		1972		10.0		51.7

		1973		12.8		56.5

		1974		14.4		57.8

		1975		17.5		57.4

		1976		18.9		58.7		61.0

		1977		18.2		63.4		62.6

		1978		20.8		59.3		64.1

		1979		23.1		60.7		65.7

		1980		28.1		63.2		67.3

		1981		29.2		72.3		68.9

		1982		34.5		71.3		70.4

		1983		36.1		68.1		72.0

		1984		39.4		72.2		73.0

		1985		40.1		70.0		77.0

		1986		46.3		76.6		76.0

		1987		51.0		76.7		75.8

		1988		52.0		74.8		76.5

		1989		56.8		81.2		77.2

		1990		61.2		81.3		77.9

		1991		63.7		84.0		78.5

		1992		66.0		85.7		79.2

		1993		69.0		81.9		79.9

		1994		75.1		80.0		80.6

		1995		77.6		85.9		81.3

		1996		76.6		83.3		82.0

		1997						82.7

		1998						83.4

		1999						84.1





Fig 9

		Data for Figure 9

		Figure 9  Percentages of men and womenwho had no, one and two or more cohabiting unions which had ended in the past without leading to marriage,

		by age and marital status, 1998, Great Britain

		Male				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		98.9		86.2		71.0		62.3		62.4		73.0		72.2		87.2		81.5		79.2

				1		0.8		8.4		21.3		19.1		19.9		9.5		16.7		4.3		7.4		12.3

				2 or more		0.3		5.5		7.7		18.6		17.7		17.6		11.1		8.5		11.1		8.6

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced men		0				100.0		87.5		69.8		64.1		75.0		71.8		83.1		78.6		74.7

				1				0.0		8.3		15.1		21.9		13.6		12.1		15.6		8.9		13.8

				2 or more				0.0		4.2		15.1		14.1		11.4		16.1		1.3		12.5		11.4

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0				86.4		87.9		87.4		87.8		89.9		93.2		95.3		95.9		91.4

				1				13.6		8.5		9.3		9.2		7.3		4.8		3.8		3.1		6.4

				2 or more				0.0		3.6		3.4		3.0		2.8		2.0		0.9		1.0		2.2

				Total				100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Female				Age

						16 - 19		20 - 24		25 - 29		30 - 34		35 - 39		40 - 44		45 - 49		50 - 54		55 - 59		Total

		single		0		95.2		80.2		65.7		58.2		55.9		64.2		65.0		84.0		80.8		75.2

				1		4.3		13.9		24.0		28.1		28.8		18.9		15.0		12.0		15.4		17.0

				2 or more		0.5		5.9		10.3		13.8		15.3		17.0		20.0		4.0		3.8		7.8

				Total		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		separated and divorced women		0				94.1		82.4		74.1		76.2		79.7		79.2		87.7		93.8		81.3

				1				5.9		13.2		15.7		21.9		11.8		15.3		9.0		4.9		13.6

				2 or more				0.0		4.4		10.2		2.0		8.5		5.6		3.3		1.2		5.1

				Total				100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0		100.0

		married		0		100.0		89.7		89.2		87.6		90.3		94.7		95.5		97.6		98.7		93.4

				1		0.0		8.6		9.0		10.6		7.8		4.1		3.4		1.8		0.5		5.3

				2 or more		0.0		1.7		1.7		1.7		1.9		1.2		1.1		0.6		0.8		1.3

				Total		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100		100

		Source: General Household Survey





Fig 10abcdef

		Data for Figure 10 (a)				Males

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* men projected to be cohabiting, by age England and wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		19.5		20.0		20.5		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.7		20.8		21.0		21.1		21.4		21.6		21.8		21.9		21.9		22.0		22.0		22.2		22.3		22.4		22.6		22.6		22.7		22.7		22.7		22.7

		30-39		30.9		31.6		32.3		32.9		33.6		34.2		34.8		35.4		36.0		36.5		37.0		37.4		37.7		38.0		38.2		38.3		38.4		38.4		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.5		38.6		38.6		38.6		38.6

		40-49		26.3		27.1		27.9		28.7		29.4		30.1		30.7		31.3		31.8		32.3		32.7		33.1		33.5		33.7		33.9		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.1		34.2		34.2		34.3

		50-59		16.7		18.1		19.1		20.0		20.8		21.5		22.1		22.7		23.3		23.8		24.3		24.7		25.1		25.5		25.7		26.0		26.1		26.3		26.4		26.5		26.6		26.6		26.7		26.8		26.8		26.9

		60+		4.3		5.0		5.6		6.2		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.1		8.6		9.0		9.4		9.8		10.2		10.4		10.6		10.8		10.8		10.9		11.0		11.1		11.2		11.2		11.3		11.5		11.6		11.8

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (b)				Females

		Figure 10a  Percentage of all non-married* women projected to be cohabiting, by age England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		28.8		29.5		30.1		30.5		30.7		30.9		31.1		31.3		31.5		31.7		31.9		32.1		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.2		32.3		32.4		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.5		32.4

		30-39		33.5		34.5		35.4		36.4		37.2		38.1		38.9		39.7		40.4		41.1		41.7		42.2		42.7		43.0		43.3		43.4		43.5		43.5		43.6		43.6		43.6		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5		43.5

		40-49		22.7		23.8		24.8		25.8		26.7		27.7		28.6		29.4		30.3		31.1		31.8		32.5		33.0		33.5		33.9		34.2		34.5		34.7		34.9		35.1		35.3		35.6		35.8		36.0		36.2		36.4

		50-59		12.1		13.2		14.2		15.0		15.6		16.2		16.7		17.2		17.7		18.2		18.7		19.3		19.8		20.3		20.8		21.2		21.6		22.0		22.4		22.8		23.1		23.4		23.7		24.1		24.4		24.7

		60+		1.3		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.3		2.5		2.6		2.8		2.9		3.1		3.2		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.1		4.2		4.3		4.4		4.6		4.7

		*  single, separated, divorced and widowed

		Data for Figure 10 (c)				Males

		Figure 10(c)  Percentage of all men in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		44.3		47.5		50.2		52.8		55.1		57.2		58.9		60.2		61.2		62.0		62.5		62.8		62.9		63.1		63.3		63.4		63.5		63.4		63.3		63.2		63.1		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0		63.0

		30-39		18.0		19.4		20.8		22.2		23.7		25.3		26.8		28.2		29.5		30.8		32.0		33.0		33.9		34.8		35.6		36.2		36.6		36.9		37.1		37.2		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.3		37.4		37.5

		40-49		8.8		9.6		10.4		11.2		12.0		12.9		13.8		14.7		15.7		16.6		17.4		18.3		19.1		19.8		20.6		21.3		21.9		22.4		23.0		23.5		23.9		24.4		24.8		25.2		25.5		25.8

		50-59		4.4		4.9		5.4		5.8		6.3		6.8		7.2		7.7		8.2		8.7		9.1		9.7		10.2		10.8		11.3		11.8		12.3		12.9		13.4		13.9		14.4		14.9		15.3		15.8		16.3		16.8

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.0		2.2		2.4		2.6		2.8		3.0		3.2		3.4		3.6		3.8		3.9		4.1		4.2		4.4		4.5		4.6		4.7		4.8		5.0		5.1		5.2		5.4		5.6		5.8

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (d)				Females

		Figure 10(d)  Percentage of all women in couples* who are projected to be cohabiting, by age, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Age-group		Year

				1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		20-29		38.8		41.6		44.2		46.8		49.3		51.5		53.3		54.8		55.8		56.6		57.1		57.4		57.5		57.7		57.9		58.0		58.0		58.0		57.8		57.7		57.5		57.4		57.3		57.2		57.2		57.2

		30-39		14.4		15.6		16.8		18.0		19.3		20.6		22.0		23.4		24.6		25.9		27.1		28.2		29.2		30.3		31.1		31.9		32.4		32.7		33.0		33.1		33.2		33.2		33.3		33.3		33.3		33.3

		40-49		6.8		7.5		8.1		8.8		9.5		10.3		11.0		11.8		12.6		13.4		14.2		15.0		15.7		16.4		17.1		17.8		18.5		19.1		19.7		20.3		20.9		21.5		22.0		22.6		23.1		23.5

		50-59		3.6		4.0		4.4		4.7		5.0		5.4		5.7		6.0		6.4		6.7		7.1		7.6		8.0		8.5		8.9		9.3		9.8		10.2		10.7		11.2		11.7		12.1		12.6		13.1		13.5		14.1

		60+		1.5		1.8		2.1		2.3		2.4		2.6		2.7		2.9		3.0		3.1		3.2		3.3		3.4		3.4		3.5		3.6		3.6		3.7		3.8		3.8		3.9		4.0		4.2		4.3		4.5		4.7

		* married plus cohabiting

		Data for Figure 10 (e)

		Figure 10(e)  Percentage of single and divorced men projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced males, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single males cohabiting		15.8		16.7		17.6		18.5		19.2		19.9		20.5		21.1		21.6		22.1		22.6		23.0		23.3		23.6		23.9		24.1		24.3		24.4		24.6		24.7		24.8		24.9		25.0		25.1		25.2		25.3

		% of divorced males cohabiting		29.0		28.7		28.3		28.0		27.7		27.5		27.2		26.9		26.7		26.4		26.2		25.9		25.6		25.3		25.0		24.7		24.4		24.1		23.8		23.6		23.3		23.1		22.8		22.6		22.4		22.2

		Data for Figure 10 (f)

		Figure 10(f)  Percentage of single and divorced women projected to be cohabiting as a percentage of all single or divorced females, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		1996		1997		1998		1999		2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009		2010		2011		2012		2013		2014		2015		2016		2017		2018		2019		2020		2021

		% of single females cohabiting		20.7		21.8		22.9		24.0		24.9		25.8		26.5		27.2		27.9		28.5		29.0		29.5		29.9		30.2		30.6		30.8		31.0		31.2		31.3		31.5		31.6		31.7		31.8		31.9		32.0		32.0

		% of divorced females cohabiting		23.0		22.7		22.5		22.1		21.8		21.5		21.1		20.8		20.4		20.1		19.7		19.3		18.9		18.6		18.2		17.9		17.6		17.2		16.9		16.6		16.3		16.0		15.7		15.5		15.2		15.0





Fig 11abcdef

		Data for Figure 11(a)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of mens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.8		56.1		9.0		27.2

		2001		9.7		52.8		9.8		27.7

		2011		12.2		47.6		10.7		29.5

		2021		13.0		45.1		11.2		30.8

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(b)

		Figure 11(a) Projected change in the profile of womens* living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996-2021

		Year		Cohabiting		Married		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting		single - not cohabiting

		1996		7.3		53.5		19.9		19.3

		2001		9.3		50.8		20.1		19.8

		2011		11.8		46.6		20.1		21.5

		2021		12.7		44.3		20.4		22.6

		* age 16 and over

		Data for Figure 11(c)				Males 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				14.4		46.7		21.7		11.7		3.5		2.1

		Married				0.9		15.7		21.6		22.6		17.8		21.3

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.2		8.2		18.0		19.7		14.8		39.2

		Single - not cohabiting				48.1		29.6		9.3		5.3		3.3		4.4

		Data for Figure 11(d)				Females 1996

		Figure 11(a) Age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 1996

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				25.8		43.5		17.1		9.0		3.0		1.6

		Married				2.2		19.3		22.5		22.8		16.4		16.7

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		5.1		9.6		11.4		12.6		61.2

		Single - not cohabiting				52.4		24.2		7.5		4.0		3.0		8.9

		Data for Figure 11 (e)				Males 2021

		Figure 11(e) Projected age profiles of men in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				9.6		31.7		23.5		18.8		11.7		4.8

		Married				0.7		9.6		15.4		19.7		23.5		31.1

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.7		8.7		17.3		24.8		46.5

		Single - not cohabiting				38.0		24.2		13.8		11.8		7.5		4.8

		Data for Figure 11 (f)				Females 2021

		Figure 11(f) Projected age profiles of women in each of the different living arrangements, England and Wales, 2021

						Age

						16-24		25-34		35-44		45-54		55-64		65+

		Cohabiting				16.2		32.9		22.4		16.5		9.0		3.1

		Married				1.7		12.5		16.8		20.3		22.8		26.0

		divorced/widowed - not cohabiting				0.1		2.5		6.2		11.5		18.7		61.1

		Single - not cohabiting				42.6		23.1		13.0		10.2		6.2		4.9
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